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Promises 
By Blanche B. Payne 
HE leafless boughs sway in Decem- 
ber’s blast— 
Fair summer, brilliant autumn past 
and gone. 
The snow falls thickly, drifts are piling 
fast; 
The earth is hard and lifeless as a 
stone. 


But stay! On tossing twigs so bare and 


gray 
Wee buds have formed—a promise of 
the spring! 
Tightly they sleep the winter months 
away; 
They yet shall swell and in soft breezes 
swing. 


Ah, life is so: when youth and strength 
are past, 
Loved ones “asleep,” steps slow and 
eyes grown dim, 
“Because I live”—faith holds the promise 
fast; 


There yet shall be a glad, new life in’ 


Him! 
% 


Seeing Our Own Hearts 


Self-examination is sometimes a good 
thing, provided it is done in the light of 
the Word and with the aid of the Holy 
Spirit. It forces us to stop and think, 
cuts away all self-confidence, and leads 
us to depend wholly on God. An old 
book that goes deep. into the human 
heart and magnifies the grace of God is 
“The Soul’s Conflict,” by Richard Sibbes 
(written in 1635 and long since out of 


print). “Sin is a work of darkness,” 
wrote Dr. Sibbes, “and therefore shuns 
not only the light of grace, but even the 
light of reason. Yet sin seldom wants 
a seeming reason. Men will not go to 
hell without a show of reason, .. . Satan 
could not deceive us, unless we deceived 
ourselves first, and are willingly de- 
ceived. Willful sinners are blind, be- 
cause they put out the light of reason, 
and so think God, like themselves, blind 
too (Psa. 50:21). did they but 
make use of that spark of reason, it 
would teach them to reason thus: I can- 
not give an account of my ways to my- 
self; what account shall I, or can I, give 
then to the Judge of all flesh ere it be 
long? ... (1) The reason why we are 
thus backward to the keeping of this 
court in ourselves is self-love. We love 
to flatter our own affections, but this 
self-love is but self-hatred in the end. 
As the wise man says, he that regards 
not this part of wisdom, ‘hates his own 
soul, and shall eat the fruits of his own 
ways’ (Prov. 1:31). (2) As likewise it 
issues from an irksOmeness of labor, 
which makes us rather willing to seem 
base and vile to ourselves and others, 
than to take pains with our own hearts 
to be better, as those that are weary of 
holding the reins give them up unto the 
horse neck, and so are driven whither 
the rage of the horse carrieth them. 
Sparing a little trouble at first, doubles 
it in the end; as he who will not take 
the pains to cast up his books, his books 


x 


will cast up him in the end. It is a 
blessed trouble that brings sound and 
long peace. ... (3) And pride also, with 
a desire of liberty, makes men think it 
to be a diminishing greatness of free- 
dom either to be curbed, or to curb our- 
selves. We love to be absolute and in- 
dependent; but this, as it brought ruin 
upon our nature in Adam, so it will 
upon our persons, ,.. Alas! what weak 
reasons have we often of strong motions! 
Such a man gave me no respect, such 
another looks more kindly upon another 
man than upon me, and so forth. You 
have some of Haman’s spirit (Esther 
5:13), that for a little neglect would 
ruin a whole nation. Passion presents 
men that are innocent as guilty to us. 

. and because we will not seem to 
be mad without reason, pride commands 
the wit to justify anger, and so one pas- 
sion maintains and feeds another.” 
Finally, asks Dr. Sibbes, “What if press- 
ing upon our souls will not help?” He 
answers: “Then speak to God, to Jesus 
Christ by prayer, that as He rebuked 
the winds and the waves, and went upon 
the sea, so He would walk upon our 
souls, and command a calm there. It is 
no less power to settle a peace in the 
soul, than to command the seas to be 
quiet. It is God’s prerogative to rule 
in the heart, and likewise to give it up 
to itself, which, next to hell is the great- 
est judgment; which should draw us to 
the greater reverence and fear of dis- 
pleasing God.” 


Leanness of Soul 


“And he gave them their request; 
but sent leanness into their soul” (Psa. 
106: 15). 


OULD anything be worse to the 
¢: Christian than to have leanness 
sent into his soul? 

One of the greatest revelations in the 
Bible of the long-suffering of God is in 
His dealings with the Israelites in the 
wilderness journey. He brought them 








——— 
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Comfort for Dark Days 


“He hath said, I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5). 











out of Egypt, through the Red Sea, and 
delivered them from the enemies who 
pursued them. He gave them manna to 
eat, fresh water from the rock. They 
built an idol to worship when their 
leader was on the mountain with God; 
they murmured against God and against 
the leader whom He had chosen for 
them. They “forgat his works; they 
waited not for his counsel.” This people, 
who were to be God’s chosen ones, com- 
plained of the way they were being led 
and of the privations of the journey; they 
longed after the fleshpots of Egypt. 
Finally God left them to their own ways, 
but sent leanness into their souls. 
Leanness in the Bible is a condition 
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to be abhorred, evidently because it is 
a result of undernourishment or of hav- 
ing one’s own way; while the “fat soul” 
is the healthy or strong one. 

Herein lies the reason for the power- 
lessness of the Church—and of the aver- 
age church member—of the present day. 
The average church member is not satis- 
fied with the separation from the world 
and the things of the world which should 
be the portion of every true Christian; 
he wants the position of a Christian, but 
also some of the so-called advantages of 
the world. God never forces a man or 
woman to do His will, and He sometimes 
allows His children to have their worldly 
desires; but with these other things 
comes a leanness of soul. 

Leanness in the Christian is a result 
of two conditions: (1) an unwillingness 
to be satisfied with Christ only and to be 
hourly guided by the Holy Spirit; and 
(2) a neglect of feeding on the Word 
of God. 

Too large a majority of Christians are 
willing to feed their souls one good meal 
on Sundays and only occasional tidbits 
during the week. How long could we 
keep the health of our bodies by treating 
them in this manner? Our spiritual 
natures can stay strong and healthy just 
as long as we give them spiritual food 
from God’s Word. 

Why are many prayer meetings so 
poorly attended? Because of the lean- 
ness of soul of the people, 

A recent report on missions told of 
young people who were ready to go to 
the foreign field, but their departure 
was indefinitely delayed because there 
were no churches ready to support them. 

There is imminent need of spiritual 
revival in our land, but we wonder how 
many groups of Christians have set 
themselves to earnest, believing prayer 
for the work of the Spirit in revival. 

Many of our Christian people are sin- 
cerely thanking God for material pos- 
sessions and even for the outward pros- 
perity of the present day. Let us con- 
tinue to thank God for all He gives us, 
but let us be certain that none of this 
is purchased at the price of lean souls. 

One of the greatest dangers of this lean- 
ness of soul is its subtlety. As one does 
not add pounds or detract pounds from 
the physical body overnight, as it were, 
so the lean soul may come to its state 
over a period of time. One may not real- 
ize what has happened to him because 
he has gradually cut down on the time 
spent in Bible reading and prayer, in 
worship and praise of God; but sud- 
denly he will realize that he has lost the 
joy and peace that once were his. Sam- 
son’s downfall was gradual, and he did 
not know that his great strength had left 
him—but the enemy knew. . And the 
enemy of our souls will know of the loss 
of our strength and power in the Lord. 

When we allow ourselves to be satis- 
fied with anything less than a wholly 
yielded life—surrendered to the Lord- 
ship of Christ and the fullness of the 
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Holy Spirit—we may expect a certain 
leanness of soul. The slightest tinge of 
worldliness takes some of the brightness 
from the Christian. 

God does not make us lean_of soul, 
but He allows us to become so if we 
neglect the provision He makes for our 
completeness in Him. One of the great- 
est blessings of the Christian is a hunger 
and thirst after righteousness, and such 
God has promised to satisfy. 


Notes on Open Letters 
Are the Saved Dead With Us? 


I am enclosing a sheet torn.from a 
recent article in one of the many mag- 
azines that come to our office regularly. 
I have marked in red a thought which 
seems to be recurring in “religious 
thinking” nowadays—i.e., that the pres- 
ence of the dead is with us. 

The widow and daughter of a man 
who was president of an important de- 
nominational school emerged from 
their first grief with the conviction 
that the spirit of this man was still 
with them, and they speak of him as 
guiding and directing them now. The 
two of them talk constantly. of this 
man as though he were still with them, 
and it seems to me that they are 
ascribing to this imagined presence 
powers and functions which belong 
only to God. 4 

It seems to me to be a delusion to 
which the deeply bereaved are espe- 
cially prone. I don’t think the Scrip- 
tures would substantiate this view- 
point.—A Christian worker. 

The writer of the article, referred to 
in the first paragraph, tells of a young 
mother who died suddenly of polio, and 
how on a long drive immediately after- 
wards her parents had the assurance that 
she was still with them. Her mother 
said, “Her presence is as real as that 
of any of our living children.” 

Besides this incident and the one de- 
scribed in the second paragraph of the 
above letter, another was given promi- 
nence in the press recently. Dr. Nor- 
man Vincent Peale of New York told 
how he was sure that his mother, who 
had passed away, gave him messages of 
comfort and encouragement. 

No thoughtful person would be heart- 
less enough to rob anyone of a legitimate 
source of genuine comfort. But, as in 
the physical realm it is better to find 
the real cause of trouble and get the 
right remedy, so in the spiritual realm, 
it is better to turn others away from sub- 
stitutes to “the God of all comfort; who 
comforteth us in all our tribulation, that 
we may be able to comfort them which 
are in any trouble, by the comfort 
wherewith we ourselves are comforted 
of God” (2 Cor. 1:3, 4). In all matters 
relating to the spiritual world the Scrip- 
tures are the only safe guide. 

The Scripture reveals little about the 
state of our saved loved ones who have 
died and who await the reunion of their 
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souls and spirits with their bodies at 
the first resurrection when Christ re- 
turns. We know that they are “with 
Christ; which is far better” (Phil, 1:23). 
We are not told that they can see us 
or know what we are doing. If they 
cannot, and if our attitude toward them 
is wholly unselfish, we shall be thankful 
that they know nothing of our trials 
and tears, or, what is worse, of our sins 
and failures. There is no warrant at all 
in Scripture for thinking that they are 
able to guide us, in thought, dreams, 
visions, or apparitions; and it is there- 
fore dangerous to count upon such guid- 
ance from “the other world. God has 
promised repeatedly to lead us, and He 
would have us look to Him. The Lord 
Jesus said of the Holy Spirit, “Howbeit 
when he, the Spirit of truth is come, he 
will guide you into all truth: for he 
shall not speak of himself; but whatso- 
ever he shall hear, that shall he speak: 
and he will shew you things to come. 
He shall glorify me: for he shall re- 
ceive of mine, and shall shew it unto 
you” (John 16:13, 14). We are not to 
depend on visions or voices, “for we 
walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7); 
and this faith is to be nourished by the 
Word of God: “So then faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God” (Rom. 10:17). 

Some feel that we find reason for be- 
lieving that the saved dead are watching 
us in Hebrews 12:1: “Wherefore seeing 
we also are compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us, and let us run 
with patience the race that is set before 
us.” But many believe that “so great 
a cloud of witnesses” refers back to the 
heroes of faith of Hebrews 11, and that 
we are to think of them as examples 
rather than monitors who can exert any 
supernatural influence on our lives at 
present. Immediately afterwards the 
inspired writer exhorts us to be “looking 
unto Jesus the author and finisher of 
our faith .. .”. The Companion Bible 
comments: “Witnesses. Gr. martus. See 
John 1:7, Whose lives witness to the 
power of faith. Not ‘spectators,’ for then 
the word would be autoptes (Luke 1:2) 
or epoptes (2 Pet. 1:16).” 

One of the finest treatises on Spiritism 
is “Modern Spiritism,” by A. T. Schofield, 
M.D., at one time a well-known Harley 
Street physician in London and vice- 
president of the Victoria Institute. (Un- 
fortunately, this valuable work is evi- 
dently out of print.) Dr. Schofield (not 
to be cohfused with the editor of the 
Reference Bible) lists the following pas- 
sages which forbid sorcery and me- 
diums: Exodus 22:18; Leviticus 19:26, 31; 
20:6, 27; Deuteronomy 18:10-12, 14; 2 
Kings 17:17; 21:6; 23:24; Micah 5:12; 
Malachi 3:5. 

Expecting messages from the dead may 
easily lead one into Spiritism, which is 
a dangerous false cult, and which can do 
irreparable harm to spirit, mind, and body. 
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Robert Raikes—Founder of Our Sunday Schools 


The Gloucester editor who saw the children 
as sheep without a shepherd 


N THE year 1735 there was born 

in the City of Gloucester, England, 

Robert Raikes, who founded the first 
real Sunday schools, as we understand 
the words. It is true the idea did not 
originate with him, and there had been 
earlier pioneers in’ the field. Yet by 
reason of his genius in organization and 
his remarkable achievements, Raikes is 
justly regarded as the founder of Sun- 
day schools. 

The influence for good which the great 
movement he established has had upon 
the character of countless millions of 
people all over the world is incalculable. 
John Bright, the famous Quaker states- 
man of the last century, once said, “In my 
mind the Sunday schools have been the 
foundation of much of what is good 
amongst millions of our people.” Dr. 
Tait, when Archbishop of Canterbury, 
declared it would be almost impossible 
to exaggerate their importance. 

As for their influence in the New 
World, Dr. Henry Clay Trumbull, Editor 
of THe Sunpay Scuoot Trmes from 1875 
to 1903, made the following remarkable 
statement: “America has been prac- 
tically saved to Christianity and the 
religion of the Bible by the Sunday 
school. At the opening of the nineteenth 
century, Bible study and Bible teaching 
were at a low ebb in America—at a 
lower ebb than at any earlier period. 
At the close of that century, Bible study 
and Bible teaching are at a higher point 
than ever before in the Western Hemi- 
sphere, and that chiefly through God’s 
blessing on the agency of the modern 
Sunday school. . . . In the newer por- 
tions of the United States, the Sunday 
school has been the chiefest agency of 
pioneer evangelization.” 


His Work Difficult To Measure 


Thus, to a certain extent, it is possible 
to assess the value of the noble work 
begun by Raikes; yet, on the other hand, 
the words of Elihu Burritt, the philan- 
thropist and worker for peace, are per- 
haps nearer to the truth than any others: 
“To attempt to measure the influence 
of the great institution he founded would 
be like applying a two-foot rule to in- 
finite space, or the measure of a moment 
to eternity.” 

On the foot of the statue of the Earl 
of Shaftesbury, the noble friend of the 
poor factory workers of the nineteenth 
century, there are carved two words, 
“Love—Serve,” and it has been said that 
they most fittingly describe the out- 
Standing characteristics of Raikes’ life, 
too. These two extracts from letters 
written to a friend prove the depth of 
his feeling and the sincerity of his love 





Although the story of the man who 
set the pattern for the Sunday schools 
of our own time is well known to 
leaders of an older generation, yet 
many readers will doubtless be glad 
to have this brief sketch of his life and 
work by a British writer. In his 
“Yale Lectures on the Sunday- 
School” (out of print), Dr. H. Clay 
Trumbull wrote: “There seems to 
have been absolutely nothing new in 
the Sunday-school plans of Robert 
Raikes. Schools of a similar charac- 
ter, and- apparently with all the 
essential features of his school, were 
organized in Upper ‘Egypt, and in 
Armenia, and elsewhere in the East, 
more than fourteen centuries before 
his day. All the way along the in- 
tervening centuries there have been 
repeated revivals of this agency of 
evangelism and of religious instruc- 
tion, with more or less of success. 
... But in the providence of God the 
times were now ripe for a revival of 
the church-school idea in this form, 
and for its progressive prevalence 
beyond its extremest limits of a 
former day.” 





/ 





for his Creator. In 1790 he wrote, “I 
rejoice that I have some kindred spirits 
who are anxious to promote the glory 
of Him who is invisible, and who wish 
to enlarge the Kingdom of His Son.” 

Two years later we find him writing: 
“You could not have gratified me more 
highly than in the freedom with which 
you say you write to me on the subject 
of the love of God. Were all men by 
such communications to provoke each 
other to good works, manifesting their 
love to the Giver of all Good by imitat- 
ing His beneficence in their conduct to 
their fellow creatures, what a happy 
world should we live in—how well 
adapted to prepare us for that city whose 
Builder is God!” 

Robert Raikes was born in Gloucester, 
where his father was printer and pro- 
prietor of the Gloucester Journal. 
When little over twenty he inherited 
the business, which by his acumen. he 
expanded, so‘ that all through life he 
was in comfortable circumstances. This 
fact makes us honor him all the more, 
for he voluntarily took upon him the 
work of trying to reform the charac- 
ters of the poor children, victims of the 
then rapidly growing factory system, 
whose depravity, through no fault of 
their own, was unbelievable. 

It is not generally known that for a 
quarter of a century before he estab- 





By E. R. YARHAM 


lished his first schools Raikes had been 
an active philanthropist, endeavoring to 
bring about better conditions in the 
prisons, and endeavoring also to reform 
those he so often found there time after 
time. In his editorials he constantly 
reiterated the doctrine that the only way 
to bring about a better condition of 
affairs was to prevent criminals being 
made. Yet nothing was done. Then it 
was that there gradually took shapé in 
his mind the idea of the great work 
that has made hjs name immortal. 
Raikes saw he must start with the chil- 
dren, and it seemed a voice within him 
said, “Try.” Later he tells us, “I did 
try, and see what God hath wrought!” 

The condition in which Raikes found 
his future pupils was of the most ter- 
rible kind. Schools were unknown for 
the working classes, and during the 
week the children worked from early 
in the morning until early evening in 
the factories. Sunday became a day of 
respite from labor, and was given over 
to drunken bouts and such barbarous 
sports as bull baiting and cockfighting 
by the adults, while their children 
cursed and swore, fought and quar- 
reled, making themselves terrors to the 
neighborhood. Raikes started his work 
in 1780, and for the first three years he 
was, as it were, feeling his way. In a 
letter written by him a few years later 
he related that the idea of establishing 
schools on Sunday was crystallized in 
his mind by a visit to one of the busiest 
industrial areas of Gloucester, where he 
found some of the children playing in 
rags and filthiness. 


A “Ragged Regiment” 

At first, apparently, Raikes was unde- 
cided as to how to formulate the scheme 
he had in mind. Often he himself took 
some of the children to the Cathedral, 
and the nickname of “Bobby Wild 
Goose” was given to him. Passersby 
would say, “There goes Bobby Wild 
Goose and his ragged regiment.” For- 
tunately he found two other men in close 
sympathy with him, his brother, the Rev. 
Richard Raikes, and the Rev. Thomas 
Stock. Naturally he could not handle 
all the children himself, and his plan 
was to engage respectable women, with 
whom he made an agreement that they 
should receive the children he sent them 
on Sundays to be instructed in the 
Church Catechism and reading. The 
first such school was most probably in 
Sooty Alley, but this was closed a little 
later to be replaced by the Grey Fryars 
school, the one most closely associated 
with Raikes’ name. It has been called 


(Continued on page 139) . 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





HE inauguration of Itzhak Ben Zvi 

as President of Israel was accom- 

panied with the sound of ram’s 
horn “according to the custom of Israelite 
kings.” When he took the oath of loy- 
alty, a salute of twenty-one guns was 
fired. “Long live the President of the 
State of Israel” came from all parts of 
the House; and outside, under the win- 
dow, the police band played “Hatikva,” 
the Assembly joining in. Here are in- 
teresting extracts from the new Presi- 
dent’s inaugural address. 

“We have done Wonders in our time, 
such as our fathers and their fathers 
before them had not seen since the Ex- 
odus from Egypt. . . . We have been 
allowed to see miracles of salvation, as 
in the days of the Hasmonaeans. ... 
We are witnesses today of the wondrous 
process of the joining of the tribes of 
Israel, bone to bone, flesh to flesh, into, 
one people® An ancient people, con- 
demned to exile and dispersion, has 
sprung to life again. 

“Our profound faith in our mission and 
the eternal verities, our unflinching will 
to see the rule of justice, the hidden 
and mysterious powers of the House of 
Jacob, which have preserved us down 
the generations and brought us thus 
far—in these we have trusted and upon 
them rest our foundations. 

“This historic® task will not be dis- 
charged without the participation of the 
entire house of Israel in the West and 
,the East. Our enterprise is designed to 
bring peace to the entire world. ,.. We 
offer peace to near and far. ,.. One 
hope unites us all, the uniting of all 
the tribes of Jacob into one nation, 
speaking one language, and faithful to 
one homeland. 

“I mention Jerusalem, the eternal capi- 
tal of Israel. Generation after genera- 
tion, we pledged the oath first taken 
by the waters of Babylon, ‘If I forget 
thee, O Jerusalem.’ Now we have been 
privileged to re-establishd in this city 
the cefiter of our political life... . I pray 
before the. Rock of Israel and its Re- 
deemer that He may grant us success, 
and that in our days Judah may achieve 
eternal salvation.” 


The Saturday Evening Post, in an 
article describing Cardinal McIntyre of 
the diocese of Los Angeles, tells of the 
building operatiorts of this able ecclesi- 
astic—in four years, 64 parochial schools 
and 18shigh schools! Enrollment in par- 
ish schools has jumped from 52,000 to 
90,000. 

This gives one measure of the injury 
that so-called “Modernists” have done 
to American Protestantism. While Ro- 
man Catholicism is building up a mighty 





educational system in the United States, 
our own Christian educational] heritage 
has been reduced to theological rubble 
—colleges and universities secularized, 
secondary schools detached from their 
Christian ownership, theological semi- 
naries unitarianized and rendered worth- 
less, or worse, for the training of min- 
isters. 


Unexpected light on the uses to which 
our seminaries have been put by neo- 
Unitarians comes from evidence released 
by the Committee on Unamerican Activ- 
ities. Manning Johnson was long a mem- 
ber of the National Negro Commission 
of the Communist National Committee. 
He said: 

“In the early stages of the infiltration 
program in this country, the Communists 
concentrated on seminaries and divinity 
schools. Their small forces were aug- 
mented by additional recruits, 'siphoned 
into the divinity institutions by manipu- 
lations of Communist cells in the semi- 
naries, 

“The plan was to make the seminaries 
the neck of a funnel through which thou- 
sands of potential clergymen would issue 
forth, carrying with them in varying 
degrees, an ideology and slant which 
would aid in neutralizing the anti- 
communist attitude of the church; also 
to use the clergy to spearhead important 
Communist projects.” 

Within twenty years, the plan fur- 
nished “the Soviet apparatus with a 
machine which was used as a religious 
cover for the over-all Communist opera- 
tion, ranging from immediate demands 
to actually furnishing aid in espionage 
and’ outright treason.” 

This method reached individuals in 

key positions in the churches. “One 
professor of divinity, lecturing to future 
clergymen who in turn will preach to 
thousands of churchgoers, is in the long 
run more dangerous than twenty Com- 
munist preachers, singing the praises of 
Communism from the pulpit.” 
- In the Daily Worker for August 6, 
1936, the Communist leader, Mr. Browder, 
wrote: “The Communist Party, more 
than any other labor group, has been able 
to achieve successfully united fronts 
with church groups on the most impor- 
tant issues of the day. This is not due 
to any compromise with religion as such 
on our part. In fact, by going among 
the religious masses, we are able for 
the first time to bring our antireligious 
ideas to them.” 

To Communist infiltration corresponds 
that of Unitarians and neo-Unitarians, 
which has changed the character of 
Protestant seminaries all over the coun- 
try. The Chicago Divinity professor, Dr, 





By ERNEST GORDON 


Shailer Mathews, a virtual freethinker, 
used to boast that a full hundred of his 
pupils were teaching in other theological 
schools. The Harvard Divinity School 
charged its own students one hundred 
and fifty dollars tuition, but offered free 
tuition to those of other seminaries 
around Boston who would take its 
courses. The reason was obvious, and 
its success cannot be denied. 


“If the ecumenical movement is a great 
fact in the history of the Church, then 
the Holy Spirit will surely provide a 
prophetic voice which will lead to the 
eventual inclusion of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church.” So said Christendom, the 
organ of the World Council of Churches; 
in the autumn of 1948. Again, Roman 
Catholic “observers” were, by papal per- 
mission, present at the Lund affair. Now 
the W.C.C. is proposing to invite similar 
“observers” to Evanston if they can be 
quietly assured. that their invitation will 
not be turned down by the Vatican. 
What a humiliation for Protestantism! 

Also what a discouragement to the 
hard-pressed Christians of Spain and 
the persecuted Christians of Colombia 
and Mexico! A decade has passed since 
the gigantic massacres in Jugoslavia, and 
not a word of rebuke has come from the 
clerical politicians of the Federal (now 
National) Council, who now run World 
Council without endorsement or man- 
date from the millions they claim to 
represent. Instead they are fumbling 
to find the bloody hand, that they may 
grasp it in amity. 


The extension of American “social 
Christianity” into international politics 
has brought endless disaster to many 
lands. 

Bishop Oxnam, president of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, was at the 
front in recognition of Soviet Russia, 
which was the prologue to the vast pene- 
tration of Soviet espionage into the 
American Government and into Ameri- 
can life generally. 

The Institute of Pacific Relations was 
the nest of Communist intrigue under 
the leadership of Lattimore, E, C. Carter 
of the Y.M.C.A., J. S. Service of Y.M.C.A, 
provenance, and others, which brought 
on Communist control of China and the 
Korean War. This iniquitous develop- 
ment was made possible over many 
years by the financial contributions from 
the Laura Spellman and Rockefeller 
Foundation funds to an amount approxi- 
mating two million dollars. “The active 
managers (of the Rockefeller Founda- 
tion),” says Mr. Flynn in “The Latti- 
more Story,” “knew what they were 
doing.” This means Mr. John D. Rocke- 
feller, Jr., and his handy» man, -R. B. 
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Lesson for February 28 


Fosdick, brother of Harry E., both mem- 
bers of the Riverside Church, 

United Nations, Alger Hiss’s master- 
piece, which has proved such an offense 
and fiasco, and for the abolition of which 
there is an ever-rising sentiment, has 
had the formal endorsement of many 
Protestant churches, not indeed by 
plebiscite of members, but by the initia- 
tive of church politicians of the modern- 
mind type. Here, too, Mr. Rockefeller, 
who has been nursed on this neo-Uni- 
tarian theology, made his contribution 
of millions for the purchase of the United 
Nations’ site in New York City. 

The extent of fellow travelership 
among these “social-Christianity,” neo- 
Unitarian clergy is still a matter of dis- 
cussion. It is undoubtedly very con- 
siderable, and the National Council, of 
which Mr. Rockefeller has been all along 
a chief financial support, might well be 
examined on this score. When Mr. J. B. 
Matthews testifies again of “Red infil- 
tration of theological seminaries,” we 
shall probably know much more of these 
relationships. 


Marie Durand was the heroine of the 
Tour de Constance, who suffered im- 
prisonment for thirty-seven years rather 
than go to Mass. A letter from her has 
been recently found and published in 
Le Christianisme. It is dated 1767, the 
year before her final release. The fol- 
lowing is abridged. 

She asks for charity for the prisoners 
in view of their great deprivations. 
“Have pity and support us with some 
crumbs in the trembling hands we 
stretch out. We are of your flesh, as 
members of the body of Christ. We 
have the honor of wearing the livery 
of suffering for a just cause. Not a 
grain given but you will be recompensed. 
You will lend to the Eternal who will 
return blessing to you and will receive 
in the day of judgment as done unto 
Him. I trust you may give ear to our 
laments. These are my desires for you 
and all the brethren in Christ. Be as- 
sured of the sincerity of my respectful 
sentiments. I have the honor, gentle- 
men of Ledignan, your very humble 
Servant.” 

A postscript asks the elders of Led- 
ignan “to give my respectful salutations 
to your worthy pastor. I beg a place 
in his fervent prayers and pastoral care. 
My companions ask for the same. Re- 
lieve us, I beg you, in the name of the 
heart of the God of love.” 

Evidently as the years, the generation, 
passed, the remembrance of this “suf- 
ferer had dimmed in the churches, and 
the prisoners felt themselves abandoned, 
How much greater their extraordinary 
patience! Only God Himself could have 
given them such courage. 


The American Indian Crusade was 
organized by the Rev. Frank R. Venables 
in March, 1952, as reported in the Janu- 
ary 16 issue of THe SunpDay ScHooL TIMEs, 

te complete the evangelization of Amer- 
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ican Indians. Its directors are: Thomas 
Claus, a Tuscarora-Mohawk «Indian 
evangelist, trained by Torrey Johnson, 
former pastor of the Midwest Bible 
Church, Chicago, who is also a director. 
The treasurer is Thomas Buis of the 
Buis Sugar Company, Chicago, Christian 
layman. Other directors are Richard 
Harvey, former Youth for Christ leader; 
Ben Jennings, son of a missionary to 
the Hoopa Indians of California; and 
Walter Meloone, president of the Correct 
Craft Company, Florida, a former Youth 
for Christ leader. The Rev. Frank R. 
Venables, a missionary to the Kiowas in 
Oklahoma, is field representative. 

The plan is to send sound Indian teams 
to the reservations to preach the Gospel 
and to promote revival. Such are already 
at work: the Kearns family among the 
Sioux of Dakota; Bill Osceola, who leads 
Christian Seminoles in evangelizing in 
the Brighton Reserve, north of Lake 
Okeechobee, Fla.; Mr. Lee, a Navajo 
preaching to the Navajos of Shiprock 
and Red Rock, New Mexico. The Claus 
family have in five years evangelized 
on fifty reservations. Mr. McBride, a 
Sioux Indian from South Dakota, learned 
to drink in that high school of alcohol- 
ism, the American Army, and became 
a drunkard, whom Government hospitals 
could not cure. But he was converted 
in a Gospel service and is now preaching 
to Sioux with Mr. Kearns. 

An encouraging word comes from the 
Wind River Reservation, Wyoming, 
where there are four thousand Indians. 
Night after night, the building was filled 
with these Arapahoes and fifty-six made 
the great decision. “It was a joy to see 
whole families give their lives to the 
Lord Jesus.” 


Orient Crusades is in a sense a child 
of Youth for Christ, for the leader, Dick 
Hillis, was led into it by Bob Pierce. It 
now has thirty-five Americans and sixty- 
three nationals. During the past year, 
an average of five thousand converts a 
month were introduced to its Bible 
course. The leaders are preaching in 
Formosa, Okinawa, the Philippines, and 
Korea. In Formosa, they have distrib- 
uted a half million Gospels of John to 
soldiers in hospitals and barracks and 
to students. They work with Korean 
chaplains and use, with their Bible 
courses, the Navigators’ Memory Sys- 
tem for memorizing Scripture. Evange- 
list Graham says of their methods, “In 
seventeen years of evangelism, this is 
the first time I have ever seen an ade- 
quate follow-up.” 

Everyone who makes a decision for 
Christ goes through the Bible course. 
Over thirteen thousand have taken the 
memory course, and are hiding the Word 
in their hearts. The Prayer Cable, P. O. 
Box 45, Los Angeles, is the movement's 
organ. 

(Florence Chang was of a strong Bud- 
hist family, her father a Chinese general 
on Formosa. Some months ago she de- 
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Her father de- 
stroyed her Bible, yet for four months 
she read the Word secretly. Then he 
found her on her knees in her bedroom. 
He ordered her to deny Christ inside 
twenty-four hours or leave home for- 


cided “to try Christ.” 


ever. She went quietly to a chest of 
drawers, filled her suitcase with cloth- 
ing, then turned to him, and said: 

“There is only One I love more than 
my home, and that is Jesus Christ. If 
there is a choice, I have just one thing 
to do.” Then she passed out into the 
night.) 

Dick’s brother, Don Hillis, is in India. 
He has issued the Light of Life Corre- 
spondence .Course in ten languages. 
Hundreds of Bengali postmen take Ben- 
gali Gospels and the Correspondence 
Course to Bengali homes. Mr. Hillis is 
also promoting newspaper evangelism in 
India. 


At the University of Jerusalem, of all 
places, a Christian Jew, Mr. Ben Meier, 
has lectured on Messianic Jews and the 
attitude which the Government of Is- 
rael should take toward them. Israel, 
he insisted, is totally different from 
other peoples, a unique creation. “When 
other people are driven from place to 
place, they are soon absorbed among 
those with whom they live. Not so.the 
Jew! For two thousand years they have 
been wanderers. They have never been 
able to integrate themselves with others. 
Science, psychology, cannot explain this. 
Only the Bible can (Mal, 3:6; Amos 9:9). 
It teaches that Israel is a national and 
religious unity, an holy nation. 

“There are Talmudic Jews, Reformed 
Jews, Karaite Jews (who reject all Scrip- 
ture save the Pentateuch). There are 
also Messianic Jews, attacked by all. 
The State of Israel ought to accept and 
love all, whatever their religious con- 
victions. In Joshua’s day, two and a 
half tribes remained on the further side 
of Jordan, yet were integrated into the 
Jewish nation. The religious basis is 
not tradition but the Bible, in which we 
can have an illimitable confidénce. 

“The New Testament speaks to us of 
a Jew, proclaiming Him Messiah and 
Ruler, the Redeemer of Israel. It gives 
us irrefutable evidence. 

“Messianic Jews have no order to 
leave the Jewish Community or to cease 
to observe the precepts of Judaism. Jesus 
Himself enjoined His disciples to obey 
the teachings of the scribes, for they 
‘sit in Moses’ seat’ (Matt. 23). 

“All through the centuries there have 
been Jews who confessed that Jesus was 
Messiah, but they were cast out by their 
own brethren. They became integrated 
into ‘the Gentile people, and were lost 
to Israel, 

“The original Messianism (of ‘the apos- 
tles) reawakens in Israel. This fact 
brings doubts, apprehensions, great in- 
quietude. It is asked if the Messianic 
Jews are still Jews. Some tolerate them, 
others consider them as a fifth column 
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in Israel, to be expelled. On their part, 
the Messianic Jews put Old and New 
Testaments forward to prove that they 
have never broken with Judaism as 
defined by the Law and the Prophets. 
But their judges prefer to reduce them 
to silence rather than to become them- 
selves enlightened. 

“The State of Israel cannot remain in- 
different in this matter. Majdanek, 
Treblianka, and other places of Hitlerian 
massacre, exterminated thousands of 
Messianic Jews. If for no other reason, 
it is pressingly needed that there should 
be an authorized definition which should 
regulate once for all who are to be con- 
sidered Hebrew, Israelite, and Jew from 
administrative, national, and religious 
points of view, and who are not.” 


The Lord is making good the losse3 due 
to theological knavery. Faith Seminary 
in Elkins Park, . Philadelphia, was 
founded with no resources. It lives from 
God’s hand and the sacrificing gener- 
osity of Christians. In its splendid new 
site, the former Widener estate, there are 
a hundred rooms in the main building. 
The library is housed in the famous 
gallery, where the Widener art treas- 
ures once hung. It has now 15,000 
volumes. Students in residence number 
141. 

The new home of Shelton College, 
formerly the National Bible Jnstitute, 
is one of the most beautiful campuses 
in America. One feature is the botanical 
garden on the estate. (Skylands, Ring- 
wood, N. J.). It is no uncommon thing 
for distinguished botanists and horticul- 
turists, or botany classes from the great 
universities, to visit these gardens for 
scientific study. : 

“And all this in the hands of fun- 
damentalist separationists!”” comments 
President James Oliver Buswell, Jr. 
Yes, it is the sea] of God’s favor on those 
who have been true to Him and His 
Word. 

The Independent Board for Presbyte- 
rian Foteign Missions has a Presbyterian 
Bible Seminary in Chile, and has ac- 
quired a home for it with about sixty- 
five acres of land, a mansion of thirty 
rooms, built fifty years ago by the son 
of one of the presidents of Chile, and 
which, at one time, was one of Chile’s 
show places. The price was surprisingly 
low, a real bargain, but there is still 
need for additional funds to complete 
payments and for badly needed repairs. 


Belgian rule of the Congo Free State, 
although Catholic, is very different from 
that of Spain, Italy, and certain Latin 
American states. Thus it provides mili- 
tary chaplains for Protestant troops in 
the Belgian Congo. There are more than 
3,000 Protestants in the military services, 
as compared with 6,000 Catholics and 
6,000 pagans. We are told in Mission 
(Swiss) that besides his work for the 
troops, the chaplain, is encouraged by the 


_authorities to engage in evangelism 
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among the natives with whom he lives. 
Soldiers are usually accompanied by 
wives and even children. The chaplain 
then has a parish at hand that extends 
to others not attached to the army. Sol- 
diers are enlisted from all parts of the 
vast Congo territory, and this gives 
opportunity to break down tribal ani- 
mosities. Chaplains have native as- 
sistants and schoolteachers drawn from 
the missions. They build schools and 
chapels, also distribute Bibles, Testa- 
ments, and hymnals. 


Change of government, rather than 
change of heart in the Roman clergy, 
promises wider toleration in both Co- 
lombia and Mexico. Mr. Baez-Carmaga 
writes in the Christian Century of per- 
secution in the Mexican State of Hidalgo, 
which was repressed by the government 
with punishment of those participating. 
In the previous administration, more 
than a thousand applications for opening 
Protestant chapels were disregarded and 
unanswered. The new Mexican Govern- 
ment has brought this to the attention 
of the official in charge, and demanded 
that he act upon these requests accord- 
ing to law. No “ofders from above” 
will be allowed to suppress such applica- 
tions. 

The fact that Mr. Barocio, Under-Sec- 
retary of Public Property, is a Baptist 
and close friend of President Adolfo 
Ruiz Cortines may have had something 
to do with this right-about-face; also 
that the Minister of Government was 
at one time a member of the Y.M.C.A. 
and a founder of Mexico City’s “Y” club. 


African Notes.—One of the earliest 
Congo missionaries, J. W. Hakanson, 
died recently. He went out in 1887 and 
was poisoned by natives so that he was 
obliged to return home. His companion 
instructed the porters when they left, 
“Take a spade with you, for you surely 
will have to bury him on the way to 
port.” Back in Sweden he became a 
teacher in a mission training school and 
taught two generations of prospective 
Congo missionaries; also prepared with 
Dr. Laman, a Congo grammar, ‘working 
right up to his death at ninety. 

Leopoldville, like other Congo cities, 
is taking on the shape and appearance 
of a modern city. The problems of such 
cities are known. Here three women 
have been set apart to shepherd the 
flock. One of them, Selipa Baskula, 
teaches a class of suspended church 
members. They go about looking after 
those who are slack in church attend- 
ance, visiting women in the hospitals, 
organizing reading classes for women 
seeking baptism so that they may be- 
come Bible-reading Christians. 

In West Leopoldville are four more 


active Bible women, visiting regularly. 


from house to house in the native city 
as well as in the general and maternity 
hospitals. 

Mr, Watson of the British and Foreign 
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Bible Society estimates the number of 
Protestant African Christians in the 
Congo Free State, after seventy-five 
years of mission work, to be a million 
and a half. Their number increases 
daily. “The Bible is probably more as- 
siduously and widely read than in many 
a home in England.” On the Gold Coast, 
teams are being trained to go out as 
literacy teachers, traveling from village 
to village. Some African women learn 
to read within a week. 


Brief European Notes.—Fritz Lauter- 
berg, the Swiss leader in the rehabili- 
tation of drunkards, has just passed his 
forty-second year of service. He is a 
trained theologian, but wears, instead of 
a doctor’s degree, the letters D.V.M, 
which one meets occasionally in Calvin- 
ist circles on the Continent. What does 
it mean? Divini Verbi Minister, Minis- 
ister of the Divine Word. “I am among 
you as one ministering.” 

Alfred Vidal, in Christianisme, asks, 
“What about the Vatican Bank and’ its 
activities? Is it true that it has bought 


‘extensive lands in Africa and is raising 


cattle for slaughter by Jewish ritual 
methods and for sale in Israel] in pre- 
served form?” 

The Swiss Evangelical Press Service 
says of the Savonarola stamp, issued 
last year by the Italian Government, that 
it was withdrawn from circulation fol- 
lowing a brief indication from the Vati- 
can. 

The famous Cook Tourist Agency was 
started in the English mid-nineteenth 
century by a Baptist missionary and tem- 
perance worker, Thomas Cook, whose 
biography has just been published. He 
began his agency by organizing outings 
for temperance people. These expanded 
to mass excursions, as to the Crystal 
Palace Exposition. Followed tours all 
over the globe. 

M. Andre Parrot, attending the Third 
International Conference of Museums 
in Naples, mentions interesting discov- 
eries. It has long been a mystery why 
Paul did not go to Ostia, the seaport of 
Rome, rather than landing at Puteoli 
(Acts 28:13, 14). Now, as a result of 
the work of Prof. A. Maiuri, it has been 
proved that Puteoli was at the time the 
leading port of Italy, an opulent metrop- 
olis and meeting place of all peoples. 
He speaks, also, of the patrician house 
in Herculaneum whose decoration wit- 
nessed to the paganism of its owners, 


but. where, in the slave quarters, was. 


found an altar of wood above which 
was the certain mark of where a cross 
had been. This witnessed to the pres- 
ence of Christians there before A.D. 79, 
the date of the city’s submergence under 
the lava of Vesuvius. 

Four hundred members of the Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship attended 
the Keswick Convention last summer in 
England—an indication of spiritual inter- 
est and life. 
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‘LESSON 9. FEBRUARY 28. THE GOOD SHEPHERD 


John 10; printed text, verses 1-11 


Golden Text.—Other sheep | have, which are not of this fold: them also | must bring, and they shall hear my voice, and there 
shall be one fold, and one shepherd.—John 10:16 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 
John 10:1 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth 
not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some 
other way, the same is a thief and a robber. 
2 But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of 


the sheep. 


3 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: 
and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. 
4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth 
before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his 


voice. 


5 And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from 
him: for they know not the voice of strangers. 

6 This parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood 
not what things they were which he spake unto them. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


N VIEW of today’s lesson it would 
be good to look at the great “shep- 
herd” passages of the Bible. This 
list does not pretend to be exhaustive, 
but rather representative: 
Psalm 23 (the Shepherd Psalm) 
Psalm 80 (the Shepherd of Israel Psalm) 
Isaiah 40:11 (the song of the gentle 
Shepherd) 
Ezekiel 34:1-24 (false shepherds and the 
true Shepherd) 
Zechariah 13:7 (the smitten Shepherd) 
Luke 15:3-7 (the lost sheep) 
John 10 -(the Good Shepherd) 
Hebrews 13:20 (the Great Shepherd) 
1 Peter 5:4 (the Chief Shepherd) 
Revelation 7:14-17 (the Shepherd-Lamb) 
From this partial list it is evident that 
the figure of the shepherd is a favorite 
one with the Holy Spirit. It so aptly 
expresses the tender ministries of God 
toward His needy people. The eagle 
(Exod. 19:4; Deut. 32:11) and the lion 
(Rev. 5:5) express strength, but the 
Shepherd is all devotion, standing be- 
tween his sheep and the enemy, even 
unto death; guiding them, providing for 
them, tending their wounds, sheltering 
them in the fold. 


Notice the designations of the shepherd 
in John 10:11; Hebrews 13:20; 1 Peter 
5:4. Some have applied these desig- 
nations to Psalms 22, 23, and 24 respec- 
tively. Only in Psalm 23 is the idea of 
the shepherd introduced. But in Psalm 
22 we have a picture of our suffering 
Saviour, the Good Shepherd giving His 
life for the sheep. In Psalm 23 He is 
certainly the Great Shepherd, to whom 
we have returned from our wanderings, 

and who cares for all our needs. In 





7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, I am the door of the sheep. 

8 All that ever came before me are thieves and robbers: 
but the sheep did not hear them. 

9 I ami the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be 
saved, and shall go in arid out, and find pasture. 

10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and 
to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abundantly. 


11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his 


Psalm 24 some see a prophecy of the 
ascension of Christ, others of the second 
coming of Christ. In either case He can 
be regarded as the Chief Shepherd, who 
at present orders the affairs of the un- 
dershepherds, and will return to reward 
those who have faithfully served in 
that office. 

It is good to know these great shep- 
herd passages, but above all it is good 
to know the Shepherd. 

The teacher should not fail to notice 
that chapter 10 continues the discourse 
of chapter 9. Seeing the connection will 
make the meaning of the opening verses 
of chapter 10 clearer. 


Verse by Verse 

John 10:1.—“‘He that .. . climbeth up 
some other way ... is a thief and a 
robber.” The reference seems to be to 
the Pharisees who were usurping the 
teaching office in Israel, an office to 
which the Levites were appointed (Lev. 
10:8-11; Deut. 33:10). 

Verse 2.—“But he that entereth in by 
the door is the shepherd of the sheep.” 
When a number of shepherds folded 
their flocks in a common fold, a porter, 
or doorkeeper was set, and it was his 
business to see that only the shepherds 
entered. : 

Verse 3.—“The sheep hear his voice 
. . . he calleth his own sheep by name 
...” This is exactly how the Palestinian 
shepherd separates his sheep from a 
mixed flock. He calls them. The inti- 
macy of shepherd and sheep is pro- 
verbial. 

Verse 4.—“He goeth before them, and 
the sheep follow him: for they know 
his voice.” These sheep have been ac- 
quainted with the shepherd’s voice from 
birth. He does not treat them as a 
drove, but as individuals. 


Verse 5.—“And a stranger will they 
. 


life for the sheep. 
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not follow ... for they know not the 
voice of strangers.” A stranger may call 
the same words, but the sheep will pay 
no heed. Their confidence is in their 
own shepherd, whose voice they know 
so well. 


Verse 6.—“They understood not what 
things they were which he spake unto 
them.” So far Jesus has simply described 
a familiar Palestinian scene. Now we 
are told that it was intended to convey 
spiritual truth, but His hearers did not 
discern the spiritual truth, and won- 
dered why He should describe something 
so familiar to all. 


Verse 7.—“Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, I am the door of the sheep.” Now 
Jesus begins to draw the analogy, and 
at first describes Himself as the door. 
Where a shepherd had his own fold, he 
himself filled the one opening, and was 
thus the door, to keep the sheep in and 
marauders out. 


Verse 8.—“All that ever came before 
me are thieves and robbers...” A very 
difficult verse. It cannot mean that 
Moses and the prophets, including John 
the Baptist, were thieves and robbers. 
The reference must again be to the 


‘Pharisees who had wrested the teach- 


ing office and were leading the people 
away from a spiritual religion to one 
of formalism. But the “sheep” had been 
guarded from going after them. 


Verse 9.—“I am the door... he shall 
be saved, and shall go in and out, and 
find pasture.” Now more implicitly He 
speaks of Himself as the one and only 
way of salvation. See 14:6 and Acts 4: 12, 


Verse 10.—“. . . I am come that they 
might have life . . . more abundantly.” 
False téachers have nothing but death 
to offer, and their specialty is to spoil 
the flock of God—‘“to deceive, if possible, 
even the elect” (Matt. 24:24, Weymouth), 















“132 (8) * 


but Jesus is the giver of life with abun- 
dant provision for its sustenance. 


Verse 11.—“I am the good shepherd 
.. . giveth his life for the sheep.” Now 
again Jesus returns to the thought of 
Himself as Shepherd, saving the sheep 
at the cost of His own life. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

It is a pity that there is a chapter 
break here. We are inclined to take 
the Good Shepherd discourse as an in- 
dependent utterance, whereas it is part 
of our Lord’s controversy with the Phari- 
sees who had cast out one of His “sheep” 
from the fold of the synagogue (9:34, 35). 

The first five verses are a vivid descrip- 
tion of Palestinian shepherd life, with 
no hint of spiritual application till we 
come to the sixth verse, in which John 
tells us that it is a parable. We are not 
surprised that the blind Pharisees (9: 
39-41) could not discern the parable. 
They probably saw no connection be- 
tween the questions at issue and this 
lovely pastoral. 

It is evident, in the first place, that 
Jesus was setting Himself up over against 
the Pharisees, as the rightful Shepherd 
over against thieves and robbers. The 
Pharisees had assumed the right of com- 
mand over the Jewish conscience, only 
to blind them to spiritual truth and de- 
stroy them with bigotry and dead legal- 
ism. The Sadducees, who at that time 
held the high priestly seat, were no bet- 
ter, with their rationalism. These were 
the marauders who had no right of ac- 
cess, or had forfeited their right of ac- 
cess, to the sheep. Jesus claimed for 
Himself the place of the Shepherd. 

Before elaborating His office of Shep- 
herd, however, our Lord speaks of Him- 
self as the Door—not one of many doors, 
but the Door (vs. 7, 9; see 14:6 and Acts 
4:12). Coming by Him means salvation, 
Security, and satisfaction (v. 9). The 
life to which He introduces His “sheep” 
is a life of abundance (v. 10), blessed 
with “all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). 

As the Shepherd, Jesus has three things 
to say of Himself: 

1. He is the Good Shepherd, sacrific- 
ing Himself for the sheep, even unto 
death (v. 11). There have been brave 
shepherds who have hazarded their lives 
for lost sheep. For an example one 
might turn to Gunnarsson’s delightful 
little book, “The Good Shepherd,” and 
read about Benedikt, the Icelandic shep- 
herd, who made his annual excursions 
into the mountains to find sheep that 
had been missed in the general roundup. 

But none of the ransomed eyer knew 

How deep were the waters crossed; 

Nor how dark was the night that the 

Lord passed through 
Ere He found His sheep that was lost. 

2. There is an intimacy of communion 
between Him and His sheep, which is 
of the same order as the communion 
which exists between the Father and 
Himself. This is better brought out in 
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the A.S.V. of verses 14, 15—“I know mine 
own, and mine own know me, even as 
the Father knoweth me, and I know the 
Father.” Into the full experience of 
this communion we have not yet entered, 
but it has been established for us, by 
His matchless grace. 

3. The Good Shepherd yearns over the 
“other sheep” (v. 16), the Gentiles, and 
will make of Jewish and Gentile be- 
lievers one flock. There are still “other 
sheep” to be reached, for whom the Good 
Shepherd gave His life. Do we share 
with Him His deep concern for them, so 
that there is a mighty must directing our 
lives, too? 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The descriptive parable (John 10: 1-6) 
2. The only Door (10:7-10) 

3. The Good Shepherd (10: 11-18) 


Topics for Development 

The Death of Christ. In many respects 
the death of Christ is unique, and in, this 
chapter some aspects of its uniqueness 
are presented. Many have hazarded 
their lives for good causes. Some have 
even voluntarily embraced death. But 
Christ died sovereignly. “I lay down my 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D.. 


HAT three Psalms are thought to 

describe our Lord as the Good 
Shepherd, the Great Shepherd, and the 
Chief Shepherd, respectively? 


2. Where in the New Testament are 
the above three designations of Jesus 
found? 

3. Which of the apostles was particu- 
larly commissioned to do the work of a 
shepherd? 

4. Of what discourse is the tenth chap- 
ter of John’s Gospel a part? 

5. Of what do the first five verses of 
our lessoh consist? 

6. Who are in mind when Jesus speaks 
of the thieves and robbers? 

7. Under what two designations does 
Jesus speak of Himself in this chapter? 

8. What great truth is implicit in our 
Lord’s claim to be “the door”? 

9. How can Christ’s claim to be the 
Good Shepherd be justified? 


10. What is the unique feature of the 
death of Christ brought out in this chap- 
ter? 

(Answers on page 137) 





life, that I might take it again. No man 
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of 


myself. I have power [authority] to 
lay it down, and I have power to take 
it again” (vs. 17, 18). The hands of 
Judas, and the chief priests, and Pilate, 
and the Roman soldiers could not have 
touched Him without His sovereign sub- 
mission, and death itself could not have 
seized upon Him had He not sovereignly 
dismissed His spirit. Yet, for all this 
sovereignty of dying, it was also an act 
of obedience. “This commandment have 
I received of my Father” (v. 18). Such 
a death must have a high and holy and 
unique purpose. It is to give life to the 
“sheep.” 

The Voice of the Shepherd. Robert 
Govett, in -his commentary on this pas- 
sage, tells of a traveler in Palestine who 
challenged a shepherd’s statement that 
his sheep knew his voice, affirming that 
it was the dress they followed. The 
shepherd invited the traveler to try it 
out by exchanging garments with him. 
The traveler did so, but even when 
he tried to imitate the shepherd’s call, 
the sheep paid no attention to him. On 
the other hand, when the shepherd, 
clothed in strange garb, called, the sheep 
immediately responded. Do we know 
the Shepherd’s voice, even when He 
comes clad in the strange garments of 
adversity? 


Practical Applications 

The way into God’s service is through 
an open door (Rev. 3:8), not over a wall. 

A true shepherd is not trying to line 
his own coat with the sheep’s flleece, 

The preacher has a congregation to 
instruct; the pastor has individuals to 
serve. 

If we learn to know the voice of ‘the 
Shepherd, we shall not be afraid even 
when He approaches us in strange garb. 

Have we stopped at the “saved”? or 
have we gone on to the liberty and the 
fullness of the fold? (v. 9.) 

The hireling saves his skin; the shep- 
herd saves his sheep. Which are we— 
hireling or shepherd? 


Golden Text 

John 10:16—“And other sheep I have 
... them also I must bring , . . there shall 
be one fold, and one shepherd.” While 
Jesus, in the days of His flesh, was a 
minister to the circumcision, He gave 
frequent intimations of the wider out- 
reach of His redemptive purpose. Con- 
sider John 3:16; 8:12; 12:32, and the 
present text, besides the great commis- 
sion (Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:15; Acts 1:8). 
This is also a preparatory announcement 
of the doctrine of the unity of the church, 
later elaborated by Paul (Eph. 2: 13-22; 
3:6; 4:4-6). 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED Hymns 
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 

“The Shepherd of Love Is Seeking the Lost” 

“Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
blessed Lord, the Shepherd of Thy peo- 
ple, we thank Thee for Thy care and 
guidance, Thy goodness and mercy fol- 
lowing us all our days. From Thy Word 
today give us fresh views of Thyself 
as the Good Shepherd. Show us what 
is needful that we might be of Thy 
sheep. Guard us always from straying 
from Thee. Pardon all our sin and fail- 
ure and set our hearts to trust and obey 
Thee constantly. Make this a day of rich 
blessing wherever Thy Word is held 
forth, and draw many to Thyself. Sup- 
port those who are ill-treated, heal the 
sick, comfort the.sad, provide for the 
needy. Make us wise and quick to re- 
lieve as we may the burdened ones 
whose lives touch ours. Thy Kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as in 
Heaven, for Thy great name’s sake and 
glory. Amen. 

After the Lesson—Here are three 
words in today’s lesson that should make 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


us think—“his own sheep” (v. 4). Who 
are Christ’s own sheep? All may be of 
His sheep, but not all are. In this very 
chapter the Lord says to some, “Ye be- 
lieve not, because ye are not of my 
sheep.” What then are the marks of 
His sheep? Two are, given us in the 
words that follow, “My sheep hear my 
voice, .. . and they follow me” (v. 27). 
Eastern shepherds often put several 
flocks together in one fold for the night, 





HIS OWN SHEEP 
RENN Gen HIS Colino. 


MAIN UNDER 
and in the morning each shepherd comes 
and calls his sheep to lead them to pas- 
ture. Only his own sheep pay atten- 
tion. They hear his voice with recogni- 
tion and response, while the other sheep 
act as though they heard no call. Are 
you paying attention and making re- 
sponse to the call of Christ, or are you 
turning a deaf ear to it? We begin to 
be of His sheep when we hear His voice 
as those who trust themselves to His pro- 
tection and direction. The second mark 
of Christ’s sheep is, “they follow me.” 
They go where He leads. There is no 
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being a Christian without following Him 
in obedience to His commands. His 
sheep know Him as their own Shepherd 
and they follow Him. Then, verse five 
says, “A stranger will they not follow.” 
They refuse any call that would turn 
them from their own shepherd. So true 
Christians refuse to let anything or any- 
one take Christ’s place. They remain 
faithful to Him. 

Have you heard Christ’s voice and re- 
sponded to it? Are you set to follow 
Him constantly? If so, He counts you 
among His own sheep. 


CaLcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


... climbeth up some other way, the 

same is a thief .. .” (John 10:1).—This 
verse is often used in such a way as to 
imply that a person attempting to reach 
Heaven in any other way than by faith 
in Him who said, “I am the way,” is a 
thief and a robber; but that is not its 
interpretation. The verse applies to 
shepherds, not to sheep. 

It is perfectly true that anyone at- 
tempting to go to Heaven apart from 
personal faith in Christ is doomed to dis- 
appointment as is clear from such pas- 
sages as John 14:6, Acts 4:12, John 3:36; 
but in this passage the Lord Jesus is 
pointing out the contrast between the 
true Shepherd and the false ones. 

The true Shepherd enters the sheep- 
fold by the door, the false. ones climb 
up some other way. The fold was Juda- 
ism. 

“In each village in Judea there was a 
large sheepfold, which was the common 
property of the native farmers. This 
fold was protected by a wall some ten 
or twelve feet high. When night fell, 
a number of different shepherds would 
lead their flocks up to the door of the 
fold, through which they passed, leaving 
them in care of the porter, while they 
went home or sought lodging. At the 
door, the porter lay on guard through 
the night, ready to protect the sheep 
against thieves and robbers, or wild ani- 
mals which might scale the walls. In 
the morning, the different shepherds re- 
turned. The porter would allow each 
to enter through the door, calling by 
name the sheep which belonged to his 
flock. The sheep would respond to his 
voice, and he would lead them out to 
pasture. In the lesson before us this 
is what the Lord uses as a figure or prov- 
erb” (Dr. A. W. Pink). 

his door then signifies the proper, the 
lawful way of entrance for the shepherd. 
The Old Testament predicted how Is- 
rael’s Messiah, the true Shepherd, would 
come to them. That is exactly the way 
in which the Lord Jesus came. He came 
as the Seed of the woman through Abra- 
ham and David, at the precise time pre- 
dicted by Daniel, in the city mentioned 
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by Micah, and displaying the signs foretold 
by Isaiah. Truly He came through the 
door as divinely predicted. See Matthew 
2:3-6. And “all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people” definitely knew 
this to be so. 

There had been, and still were, many 
false shepherds. See Jeremiah 23 and 
Ezekiel] 34. The Pharisees to whom our 
Lord was speaking on this occasion wore 
long garments, said long prayers, and sat 
in Moses’ seat (Matt. 23). In other 
words, they wore shepherds’ clothing; 
but instead of gathering and feeding 
the Lord’s sheep, they were casting them 
out (John 9:34). 

“To him the porter openeth .. 
(John 10:3).—The divine porter or serv- 
ant is the Holy Spirit. He uses human 
instrumentality. He used John the Bap- 
tist to prepare “the way of the Lord.” 
John formally introduced the Shepherd 
to Israel. He said that He should be 
manifest to Israel, “. . . therefore am I 
come...” (John 1:31). And there were 
such as Simeon and Anna who “spake of 
him to all them that looked for redemp- 
tion in Jerusalem” (Luke 2:38). 

“The Spirit of God in the prophesy- 
ings at His birth, at His presentation in 
the temple, in the testimony of the Bap- 
tist, and the visible anointing which 
preceded this, opened the door of the 
fold” (Numerical Bible). 

“... he calleth his own sheep by name 
...” (John 10:3).—That the sheep might 
know His voice, He became man; and 
He spoke the Word of God. Not all the 
sheep in the fold of Judaism were His. 
Many would not have Him. . They re- 
fused to hear His voice. He said He 
came for “the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel.” He addressed Simon by his 
new name. He knew Nathanael under 
the fig tree after He had called Philip. 
How tenderly He called Zacchaeus, Laza- 
rus, and Mary by name! To become one 
of His sheep, one had to believe (v. 26). 

He leads them out of the fold into 
the “one flock,” as verse 16 should read. 
“One flock, and one shepherd.” The 
“other sheep” of this verse, were the 
Gentiles who would believe on Him 
(John 17:20). Now believing Jews and 
believing Gentiles are all one in Christ 
Jesus. ‘ 

“I am the door...” (John 10:9).— 
There are three doors mentioned in our 
lesson: (1) the door of the sheepfold 
(v. 1) for the Shepherd, (2) The door 
of the sheep (v. 7) for the sheep. (3) 
The door to salvation (v. 9) for those 
who wish to become His sheep. 

A person seeking the door to salva- 
tion may exclude all thoughts of the 


church, or preachers, or ordinances, and . 


of works, and concentrate on the Sav- 
iour Himself—place personal faith in 
Him and be saved. Then, other things 
will find their proper place. 

A young man who had often listened 
to a great preacher wanted to be saved. 
Although he wept and prayed and 
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sought, he received no sense of assur- 
ance that he was received by God. One 
night the preacher preached on the 
words: “I am the door: by me if any 
man enter in, he shall be saved.” He 
made it clear that the expression “any 
man” included sinners, no matter how 
vile they were. The young man saw it, 
acted on it, and said to the preacher: 
“I tried to enter the saints’ door, but 
couldn’t; tonight I tried the sinners’ door, 
found it open, and I entered in!” 


Wawona, CALIF. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, here is one of the finest 

examples of illustration in all litera- 
ture. Jesus is using the intimate rela- 
tionship of the Eastern shepherd to his 
sheep to help you and me understand 
what He wants to be to us. 

First, think how much like sheep we 
humans are. Of all the dumb animal 
creation, sheep are the only ones requir- 
ing a shepherd. Other animals seem 
to be able to find their way around, to 
discover for themselves food and drink 
and a place to rest and sleep. But sheep 
must have a shepherd to lead them to 
pasture, to protect them from their ene- 
mies, and to bring them into the fold at 
night. A sheep is such a helpless crea- 
ture, and often acts silly. It is very 
timid, easily frightened, and follows 
close in the path of the one in front of it. 
If you are trying to corral a flock of 
sheep, get one to lead the way and the 
others will follow close behind. That is 
why “counting sheep as they go over 
the fence” is monotonously routine and 
helps you to go to sleep. A sheep is 
also a defenseless creature, an easy prey 
to its enemies, as it seems to have-no 
way to fight back. A dog can rush in 
on a flock of sheep and kill a number 
of them in a short time. I knew a 
farmer who shot his dog because it killed 
nine sheep in one night. A dog could 
not do that to any other animal its size. 

Now note how striking is the similar- 
ity. People in their spiritual life are so 
much like sheep. They are helpless be- 
fore their arch enemy, Satan. Spiritu- 
ally, they are timid, faltering. They 
follow the crowd, and the crowd is not 
wise in choosing the way. How many 
things they do, for no other reason than 
just because the next fellow is doing it! 
—especially if it is something wrong. 
What copycats we are! As for food, we 
feed mostly on trash, which does not 
build spiritual tissue, but causes us to 
grow spiritually anemic, and makes us 
an easy prey to Satan’s designs. These 
are some of the reasons why it is so 
necessary for us, like sheep, to have a 
Shepherd—One who will lead us into 
the green pastures of soul-nourishing 
food; One who will teach us through 
God’s Word to love the truth, the truth 
which makes us free;,One who knows 
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how to protect us from Satan, because 
He has already overcome and put to 
flight that enemy. 

Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd: 
the good shepherd giveth his life for 
the sheep.” “I am the door [of the 
sheep]: . . if any man enter in, he 
shall be saved, and shall go in and out, 
and find pasture .. . I am come that they 
might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly.” 

Fellows, we do not have to be silly 
sheep. The Lord Jesus has made all ar- 
rangements so that we can lead the life 
that God has planned-for us. Under the 
leadership of our Good Shepherd we 
can feed daily upon the nourishing food 
of His Word; we can walk in the path 
of His wisdom; we can have the satis- 
faction of knowing that we are amount- 
ing to something in the world and are 
sure of a rich reward in Heaven, be- 
cause our Good Shepherd knows all the 
way. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C, Smith 
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Lesson for February 28 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


EFORE we start today’s lesson let 

us put on the chart the emblems for 
the first nine chapters of John: chapter 
1, lamb on altar; chapter 2, water jug 
and Temple; chapter 3, serpent on pole; 
chapter 4, well; chapter 5, man carrying 
roll of bedding; chapter 6, boy with 
lunch; chapter 7, fountain to represent 
living water; chapter 8, chained man, 
showing need of Christ to set him free; 
chapter 9, light. 

The tenth chapter of John is such a 
wonderful chapter that I once learned 
it by heart. We could spend a week 
studying it, but we have only one class 
period at this time. Using the figure 
of a shepherd and his sheep, the Lord 
Jesus spoke of His work and our rela- 
tionship to Him. This figure is used 
many times in Scripture. We all love 
the Twenty-third Psalm, and again in 
the One Hundredth Psalm we read, “We 
are his people, and the sheep of his 
pasture.” 

As we read the first five verses of John 
10, you girls on this side of the table 
look for three marks of the sheep, and 
you on the other side look for marks 
of a shepherd. 

What did you find about the sheep? 
(1. They know their shepherd’s voice, 
2. They follow him, 3. They flee from 
strangers.) Just right. Hearing the 
shepherd’s voice is most important. We 
were saved when we first heard the 
voice of the Good Shepherd. “The hour 
is coming, and now is, when the dead 
shall hear the voice of the Son of God: 
and they that hear shall live” (John 
5:25). All of us were dead in sins until 
we heard the Good Shepherd’s voice, 
“I have borne your sins. Come unto 
Me and have eternal life.” That was 
the beginning of our new life in Christ. 
How may we keep on hearing His voice? 
(Come to Sunday school.) Good; and 
before we come, we should pray that 
we may hear His voice in the hymns 
sung, in the reading of His Word, and 
in every part of the service. How else 
do we hear His voice? (When we read 
His Word for our daily devotions.) Right, 
and again let me remind you to pray 
that you will hear the Shepherd’s voice 
before ever you open your Bible, 

The second mark of the sheep is that 
they follow their shepherd. Some fol- 
low more closely than others, but all 
follow. If there has been no change in 
your life since you professed to be a 
Christian, you cannot really have met 
the Lord. One girl’s first lesson in fol- 
lowing was beside the dishpan. She had 
always hated washing dishes. After 
she was saved, she began doing dishes, 
hating the job as in the past. Suddenly 
she glanced out of the window above 
the sink, and that little glimpse of blue 
sky reminded her of her Saviour. She 


Said.to Him, “Lord, You know I hate do- 
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ing dishes, but You died for me; and 

I will gladly wash them for You.” After 

that day .she never minded washing 

dishes, for to do them cheerfully was 

a special way of showing her love to 

Christ. This change in her attitude 

toward the dishes proved that she be- 
longed to the Good Shepherd. 

Another mark of sheep—They flee 
from strangers. I have been told that 
a sick sheep may follow a stranger, but 
never a healthy one. It will ran away 
if the stranger comes too close. If you 
are hearing the voice of the Good Shep- 
herd and following Him, you will not 
follow a stranger. Last summer a Chris- 
tian girl came to me and said: “The 
woman who works next to me in the 
cannery is a Mormon. She's trying to 
turn me into one. I don’t understand 
all she says, but I know her belief is 
wrong. Can you give me any literature 
to help?” This girl knew nothing of 
Joseph Smith or his teachings, but she 
was the Lord’s sheep, so she would not 
follow a stranger’s voice. 

Now let’s hear the marks of a shep- 
herd that you girls found: (1. He enters 
the fold by the door, 2. He knows His 
sheep by name, 3. He leads them.) Right. 
The first point is important. When any- 
one attempts to lead you in spiritual 
things, make certain he has entered the 
fold by the Door. The Lord Jesus is the 
only Door. If this leader has not been 
to Him for salvation from his sin, he is 
no true shepherd. I had a very nice 
professor who wanted to lend me re- 
ligious books to enlarge my spiritual 
outlook. He told me that he had ac- 
cepted Christ, but I found out later that 
he only meant that he accepted Him 
as the greatest religious leader of all 
time, with the highest code of ethics. 
When I asked this man if he had ever 
seen himself a sinner and come to Christ 
for salvation, he replied, “I was brought 
up in the church, and have always lived 
a good life.” This man, friendly and 
polite as he was, was not a true shep- 
herd, for he had not entered into the 
sheepfold by the Door. 

The second point is wonderful. Those 
Eastern shepherds know their sheep by 
name. And our Good Shepherd knows 
each of us by her own name! He loves 
each of us personally and individually. 
No wonder we read later in this chapter 
about the security of all who belong to 
Him. The third point—He leads His 
sheep. The Lord does not drive us. He 
goes ahead, and calls us to follow Him. 
It is wonderful to have a Shepherd who 
leads in this way. It means protection 
and understanding. Nothing can touch 
us which He has not met first. He knoWs 
all about every trouble, every tempta- 
tion we may meet. He only leads-us 
through unpleasant things when He 
knows it is necessary for our eternal 
blessing. How safely we may trust such 
a Shepherd! 

Read verses 6-11. The Lord says that 
He is the Door to the sheepfold, and also 
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He is Himself the Good Shepherd. An 
Oriental shepherd sometimes remained 
in the doorway of the fold, after his 
Sheep were safely inside for the night. 
Nothing could get in to harm them with- 
out passing over his body, and no sheep 
could get out to wander away. Our 
Lord Jesus is the Door, for there is no 
other way into the fold excepting 
through Him! And He is the leader, 
protector, and provider for the sheep 
ever after. How wonderful! Verse 11 
shows at what infinite cost He became 
our Shepherd. He laid down His life 
for us! When we think of that, how 
gladly we follow Him! 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
* By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus’ Concern for All People 
(John 10:1-5, 11-14, 27) 
HETHER you use flannelgraph or 
ordinary pictures, you will want 
to show the Lord Jesus as the Good 
Shepherd, and the Lord with the chil- 
dren. Employ any other picture avail- 
able to make clear the lesson verses. 

It is early morning in Jesus’ country. 
The grass is wet with heavy dew. The 
sheep are inside a pen of stone walls 
called a fold. How tired the man is who 
takes care of the sheep at night! He 
had a hard time last night. A robber 
tried to get over the wall to steal a 
lamb. When the doorkeeper-guard heard 
that noise on the back of the fold and 
saw a dark form on top of the wall, 
how do you suppose he knew it was not 
a shepherd? A shepherd would have 
come to the door, of course! 

But now there is someone at the door 
and a familiar voice. A robber? Of ~” 
course not! One of the shepherds! 
Quickly the doorkeeper lets the shep- 
herd in. The shepherd speaks to his 
sheep and begins calling their names. 
They gather around their shepherd. The 
other sheep pay no attention to him. 
Why? They are not his sheep. When 
their shepherd calls them, they will go 
to him. And you cannot fool them! 
You just try calling. Not a one comes 
to you! They don’t know your voice. 

Now the shepherd has all his own 
sheep outside. Does he drive them to 
the pasture as we do cows? No, indeed, 
he walks ahead, and the sheep follow 
him. 

The Lord Jesus told this everyday 
story of sheep and their shepherds. 
Would you like to read it in His words 
as given in the Bible? (John 10:1-5.) It 
is a story-picture of the Lord Jesus and 
His people. You boys and girls may 
be His laffbs! Isn’t it wonderful to 
think He knows each of you by name, 
and is calling each of you to come to 
Him and follow Him? 

During the day there is trouble in 
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the pastures. A wild, hungry wolf leaps 
from the woods. A hired man is taking 
care of one flock. He sees the wolf. 
Does he go to beat it with his club and 
drive it back? No, he might get hurt! 
Wolves eat people as well as sheep. 
Those sharp claws and long teeth! The 
hired man runs away to save himself 
and not the sheep. What a grand time 
that wolf has! One sheep after another 
he pounces on, leaving them dead or dy- 
ing. Others run away in fright in all 
directions and get lost. 

But that is not what happens when 
the wolf runs out into the flock whose 
‘ own good shepherd is taking care of 
them. He loves his sheep, runs against 
that wolf to save his helpless lambs. 
What a fight! The wolf is killed. But 
the shepherd, too, lies bleeding and dead 
upon the ground. The sheep are safe! 

Now listen to our Lord’s: words (vs. 
11-14). Can you explain what He meant 
in verse 11? Verse 14 is the Memory 
Verse. I wonder—can He count every 
boy and girl in this class as His own? 
Does each of you know Him? 

There are so many lovely verses in 


this chapter of John! Next Sunday you. 


can tell us which verse you liked best. 
Right now we will read only two more 
(vs. 16, 27). A picture of the Lord with 
children of different nationalities would 
be appropriate for verse 16, the Golden 
Text. Give each child a colored print 
of the Good Shepherd ! to stimulate tell- 
-ing about Him. For memory work award 
cut out a picture of a sheep for a pat- 
tern and make of white paper. 

Teacher, as a faithful undershepherd, 
pray for and speak to each child, that 
none may be missing in the Master’s 
flock. 

Orono, MAINE. 





1 May be secured from religious supply com- 
panies for a few cents apiece. 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Who Will Bring Them?—Other sheep 
I have, which are not of this fold: them 
also I must bring, and they shall hear 
my. voice; and there shall be one fold, 
and one shepherd (John 10:16, Golden 
Text). One Sunday afternoon I was in 
Westminster Abbey. I ‘came to the 
grave where David Livingstone lies, and 
there I read the words, “Other Sheep 
Have I.” As I stood there I asked the 
Lord four questions which I want you to 
think about: Who will bring in those 
other sheep if we do not offer our feet 
to go? How will they be brought in if 
our hands are not working to bring 
them? How will they hear if our lips 
do not speak to them? How will they 
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know of Thy love if our hearts do not 
love them?—From Bishop Taylor Smith, 
in Good News Broadcaster. Sent by B. 
M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


Good Deeds Not Enough.—Climbeth 
up some other way (John 10:1). I heard 
of a man some time ago who was going 
to get into Heaven in his own way. He 
did not believe in the Bible or the love 
of God, but was going to get in on ac- 
count of his good deeds. He was very 
liberal, gave a great deal of money, and 
he thought the more he gave the better 
it would be for him in the other world. 
Well, this man dreamed one night that 
he was building a ladder to Heaven, 
and he dreamed that every good deed 
he did put him one round higher on 
this ladder, and when he did an extra 
good deed it put him up a good many 
rounds; and in his dream he kept going 
up, until at last he got out of sight, and 
he went on and on doing his good deeds 
and the ladder went up higher and 
higher until at last it reached the throne 
of God. Then in his dream he thought 
he died, and that a mighty voice came 
rolling down from above: “He that... 
climbeth up some other way, the same 
is a thief and a robber,” and down came 
the ladder and he woke from his sleep, 
and thought, “If I go to Heaven, I must 
go some other way.” It is by the way 
of the blood of Christ that we are to go 
to Heaven. If a man has to work his 
way there, who will ever get there?— 
From D. L. Moody. Sent by Nena T. 
Dickerson, Chillicothe, Ill. 


Not by Number, but by Name.—And 
he calleth his own sheep by name, and 
leadeth them-out (John 10:3). There 
is a strange tribe of natives in Africa. It 
is said that they know nothing of arith- 
metic, but have keen memories, espe- 
cially in remembering names. A gen- 
tleman asked one of them how many 
sheep he had. “Don’t know,” replied 
the native. “Then how do you know if 
one or two are missing?” The reply was 
very striking and beautiful. “Not be- 
cause the number would be less, but be- 
cause they would not respond at the 
call of their namés.”—Selected. Sent by 
W. P. Shelly, Sunbury, Pa. Prize illus- 
tration. 


A Wise Prayer.—And the sheep fol- 
low him: for they know his voice (John 
10:4). A little chap of six prayed one 
night, “Dear Lord, please make me the 
kind of-boy You were when You were 
six.” That was a wise prayer. At six 
you cannot be the Christian you should 
be at sixty, but you can be the Chris- 
tian you should be at six.—From Joseph 
Edwin Harris, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Elvira Chase, Wymore, 
Nebr. 


No Doubt As to His Master. — A 
stranger will they not follow (John 10: 
5). I saw a dog once, and I didn’t have 
to guess who was his master. The man 
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was walking up the street, and the little 
rat terrier was running along between 
the man and the buildings; the ear 
toward the man was up, but the ear 
toward the buildings was down. As he 
walked along he kept the ear toward 
his master always up. If he ran in front 
of the man, he ran backward, with both 
ears up toward his master. Then when 
the dog came back behind his master, 
he put up the ear that was toward his 
master. Did I have to guess who he be- 
longed to?—From “A Sure Remedy,” by 
Walter L. Wilson, M.D. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


The Shepherd Was the Gate.—Then 
said Jesus ...I am the door of the sheep 
(John 10:7). Miss Eva Stuart Waitt re- 
lated an experience as she traveled home 
through Palestine: “We have,” she said, 
“gotten over all the tracks where little 
David must have led his sheep. .. . We 
reached a high ridge overlooking the 
village of Bethlehem. There we struck 
a sheepfold, and went right in to inspect. 
It was not long before the owner ap- 
peared—a veteran, like’ Moses, with a 
long beard. ‘This is your sheepfold?’ 
my friend asked. ‘Aye.’ ‘And is this 
where the sheep sleep?’ pointing to a 
rough shelter thrown up against the rock 
in a corner. He nodded. ‘But you've 
no gate to the fold: how do you close 
them up at night?’ The old man looked 
at us as if we ought to have known bet- 
ter. ‘I am the door,’ he said, with em- 
phasis; and gathering his loose robe tight 
about his ankles, he was down in a 
moment, squatting in the doorway, back 
against one post, feet against the other, 
his knees drawn up, and clasped by his 
weather-beaten old hands. Gently he 
bowed his head and closed his eyes, as 
many a time he had closed them to catch 
a few hours’ sleep under the starlight. 
‘I am the door,’ he repeated. ‘I keep 
watch here at night. If thieves or wild 
beasts attempt to enter they have to 
tackle me first. I have never lost a lamb 
from the fold yet.’”"—From the Life of 
Faith. Sent by Mrs, M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. 


A Shepherd’s Care.—I am the good 
shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his 
life for the sheep” (John 10:11). One of 
the names of the Lord Jesus that is 
most comforting to His people is the 
Good Shepherd. When He used this 
name of Himself, He spoke of His ten- 
der care for His sheep, of the fact that 
He was to give His life for them, and 
that in His hands they would be eternally 
safe (John 10). Out of the horror of 
World War II has come a lovely pic- 
ture of our Great Shepherd. Fred 
Mitchell, head shepherd, North Somer- 
set, England, received “the Most Excel- 
lent Order of the British Empire” from 
the King for “brave. conduct in Civil 
Defense.” On a bitterly cold night in 
January incendiary bombs set fire to the 
Sheepfold sheltering thirty-four ewes 
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and lambs. High explosives frightened 
away the. sheep dog. Again and again 
Mitchell fought his way into the burn- 
fing pens, and carried out the lambs in 
his own arms, followed by the ewes. He 
took them away from the flames into 
an open field. At midnight he went to 
another part of the field “to speak words 
of comfort to 107 ewes due to lamb in a 
week.” Though he had many narrow 
escapes and was ready to give up his 
life for his sheep, Mitchell did not have 
to do so. One wonders whether Mitchell 
was upheld by his trust in God through 
that awful night and whether he knows 
how well he has illustrated Isaiah’s 
beautiful words, “He shall gather the 
lambs with his arms, and carry them in 
his bosom, and shal] gently lead those 
that are with young” (Isa. 40:11). Our 
Great Shepherd gave His life for the 
sheep, and because He did, all those who 
put their trust in Him are saved forever 
“through the blood of the everlasting 
covenant."—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Mrs. A, E. Janzen, Hills- 
boro, Kans. 


w 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OMMY and Margaret had finished the 

last delicious mouthful of Sunday 
dinner. Looking excitingly important, 
Tommy announced: “Mother and Daddy, 
we have a surprise! Ever since we were 
very little, you have done nice things 
for us on Sundays—providing, of course, 
that we had behaved well in Sunday 
school and church. It was lots of fun 
last Sunday when you took us to see 
the big steam engine trains huff and 
puff in and out of the station. But 
today, instéad of your doing something 
for us, we’re going to do something for 
you!” 

That really was an exciting announce- 
ment for an eight-year old. And Mother 
and Daddy were delighted. “Hooray!” 
Mother shouted. “Let’s hurry and get the 
dishes done and see what the surprise 
is!” So with a few clattering, swishing, 
laughing noises, the dishes were done 
and the kitchen and dining room were 
again in sparkling clean order. Because 
everyone works together, doing dishes 
is almost as much fun as playing a game. 

Then the whole family trailed Tommy 
into the living room. The children 
pushed and pulled the piano bench, the 
coffee table, and a couple of hassocks 
into a large square, leaving an opening 
at one place. Mother never minds how 
much they move the furniture, so long 
as they remember to handle it carefully 
and put everything back in its own place 
afterward. 

“Now,” said Tommy, “Margaret and I 
are going to act out a few Bible verses, 
and you have to guess what they are.” 

“These,” explained Margaret, pointing 
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to her dolls and Tommy’s plastic auto- 
mobiles, “are sheep and lambs.” 

“But that’s all we're going to tell 
you,” Tommy added. “You have to guess 
the rest.” 

Apparently the children had practiced 
ahead of time, for each knew what to 
do. Tommy Jeft the room. Margaret 
sat next to the opening in the furniture 
square, which, of course, was really not 
furniture in the game. Picking up each 
sheep and lamb (which, you remember, 
had been other things before the game 
started), Margaret stroked it gently. 
Then she placed it inside the big square. 
Sometimes she picked up an imaginary 
bottle and poured something on a little 
sheep’s head or leg. Finally, after each 
animal was safely inside, she herself 
lay across the opening and went fast 
asleep (pretending, that is). 

Suddenly there was a tip-toeing sound. 
Tommy was sneaking in. He peeked 
this way and that. Tip-toe. Tip-toe. 
Scarcely a sound. To the piano bench, 
quietly up and over it. Quietly he picked 
up two of the little lambs and then up 
and over and down and out of the room 
he ran! 

“There!” shouted wide-awake Mar- 
garet, sitting bolt upright. “That’s the 
end. Now you've got to tell us what 
Bible verses we've acted out.” 

Daddy was so startled that he could 
scarcely think. For before Margaret had 
finished her sentence, Tommy had 
bounded back to Daddy’s lap. “Guess, 


Daddy,” he insisted. “Guess what we 
played.” i 
“Well, let’s see. Margaret must have 


been the shepherd who was caring for 
the sheep. The furniture square was a 
sheepfold, wasn’t it? As she put each 
sheep into the fold she checked to be 
sure it was all right. Those that were 
sick or sore she poured oil on to make 
them well. Then when all the sheep 
were safely inside, the shepherd became 
the door of the sheepfold. Right?” 

“Right so far,” Margaret said. “Now, 
Mommy, you tell who Tommy was.” 

“I guess that he was the robber who 
didn’t go in by way of the door, but 
climbed over the sheepfold and stole 
the lambs.” 

“Right!” both children chorused. “And 
that’s found in the tenth chapter of 
John,” Tommy added, forgetting that his 
parents were supposed to have guessed 
that. 

“Very well done,” Daddy commented. 
“When the Lord Jesus told that story, 
He explained that (1) He Himself is the 
Good Shepherd who gives His life for 
the sheep (John 10:11, 14). (2) He is 
the Shepherd who protects His sheep 
(vs. 7-9). (3):He is the Shepherd who 
leads His sheep (v. 4). And, because 
you have asked Him to be your Saviour, 
you have become His sheep!” 

Teacher’s Note: Be sure to let your 
children act out this tender parable. 


LANCASTER, Pa. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 132) 

1. Psalms 22, 28, 24. 

2. John 10:11; Hebrews 13:20; 1 Peter 
5:4. 

3. Peter (John 21: 15-17). 

4. It is a part of our Lord’s dispute 
with the Pharisees growing out of the 
healing of the man born blind in chap- 
ter 9, 

5. They are simply a vivid and accurate 
description of shepherd life in the Pal- 
estine of His day—and of the present 
day, for that matter. Yet they are a 
parable (v. 6). 

6. False teachers, and particularly the 
Pharisees. 

7. “The door of the sheep” (v. 7), and 
“the good shepherd” (v. 11). , 

8. That there is no way of salvation 
apart from Him (14:6 and Acts 4:12). 

9. His giving His life for the sheep is 
the justification of His claim. 

10. That it is a sovereign act (vs. ‘17, 
18). 

ELmMuourst, ILL, 





Children at Home 
Shirin Tala's Love Gift 


By Violet Trato Pearson 


HIRIN TALA watched the ragged 
little boy hurrying down the dusty, 
hot Iranian road, _ 

“Gul Mohamed is running away!” 
Shirin Tala exclaimed out loud. “Gul 
Mohamed!” she called, in the strange 
Kurdish langauge. “Gul Mohamed! 
Come back!” Littlé Gul Mohamed must 
come back. He had nowhere else to go. 

Shirin Tala turned and ran across the 
orphanage yard, around the hard mud 
wall of Teacher’s house. “Teacher,” she 
called as she burst into thé room where 
he was working. “Teacher, Gul Mohamed 
has run away. He says he will not stay.” 

Teacher called to Faraj, an older boy 
working in the sewing room, and sent 
him after the little runaway boy. Gul 
Mohamed kicked and fought. He tried 
to bite, too. But Faraj held him firmly 
in his strong arms and set the little wild 
boy down in front of the teacher. 

“Why don’t you want to stay, Gul 
Mohamed?” asked Teacher. The little 
boy only hung his head. Shirin Tala 
remembered the frightened little fellow 
who was left at the orphanage yesterday. 
His uncle brought him and said he could 
not keep him any longer. Teacher had 
said the little orphan boy from the hill 
tribes made him think of a wild little 
barn kitten brought into the house 
to live! Gul Mohamed was , afraid 
of the orphanage children. He was 
afraid of Teacher and of Teacher's wife. 
He was even too frightened to eat sup-. 
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per. .Again Teacher asked him kindly, 
“Why don’t you want to stay?” 

But of course Gul Mohamed could not 
understand! Teacher had spoken in the 
Persian language which most people in 
Iran speak. But Gul Mohamed from up 
in the hills spoke only Kurdish, the hill- 
tribes language. Only a few of the chil- 
dren who had come from the hill tribes 
could remember any of the Kurdish lan- 
guage, since their school lessons were in 
Persian. Shirin Tala could remember. 

Shirin Tala kept Gul Mohamed near 
her the rest of the day, and when the 
children were called in for their eve- 
ning meal, Shirin Tala made a place for 
her little charge right next to her as 
the children sat around the big table- 
cloth on the floor to eat supper. Teacher 
gave permission to spread little Gul Mo- 
hamed’s rug next to hers when they 
went to sleep that night. So Shirin Tala 
watched over the motherless boy, dnd 
in the coming days Gul Mohamed fol- 
lowed Shirin Tala wherever she went. 
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Shirin Tala wondered how she would 
ever win the award which was to be 
given at “No Ruz,” the Iranian New 
Year. She thought she would have the 
Bible Memory work learned. She could 
learn Bible verses very fast. It was her 
love gift for Jesus that bothered her. 
To be in the contest, all the Bible mem- 
ory work must be learned. Then the 
one to receive the beautiful Bible for 
his very own was the one who all the 
children agreed had brought the best 
love gift for the Lord Jesus. The love 
gift must be something they had done 
themselves. 

Shirin Tala herself, planned on bring- 
ing beautiful embroidery work to be sold 
in the city and the money given for 
Jesus’ work. Shirin Tala felt that would 
be the best love gift she could bring. 

But Gul Mohamed was taking so much 
of her time she had not done much on 
her embroidery piece. Sughara was al- 
most done. Perhaps Sughara would re- 
ceive the Bible. 

One hot afternoon Shirin Tala took her 
embroidery and started for a shady spot 
in the yard. Perhaps, if she worked all 
afternoon, she could get far enough in 
her sewing so that she could finish her 
embroidery piece before “No Ruz” to- 
morrow. If she didn’t, she would not 
have a chance at the award. 

Just as Shirin Tala got settled and was 
taking her tiny stitches in her work, 
Gul Mohamed came along and squatted 
down beside her. He wanted her to sing 
to him again. “Jesus Loves Me,” he beg- 
ged, “Jesus Loves Me.” Shirin Tala 
jumped so she took too big a stitch, 
which she knew would have to come out, 
She dropped her embroidery and hugged 
Gul Mohamed. He had said “Jesus Loves 
Me” in Persian! For so long now, she 
had taught him “God is love,” first in the 
Kurdish, so he would understand, and 
then in Persian. Then she sang to him 
in Kurdish, “Jesus Loves Me,” unti] he 
could sing it with her, and then she 
changed the words to Persian. Now Gul 
Mohamed had begged her to sing the 
song. He had asked in Persian! 

Patiently she sang the Persian words 
over and over. Gul Mohamed sang them 
with her. Then she urged him to sing 
them alone. “Jesus does love you, Gul 
Mohamed,” she explained to him again. 
It seemed as though he must understand 
soon. She had told him the story of 
Jesus so often. “Yes,” replied the little / 
boy, nodding his head. “Jesus up in 
Heaven loves me. Gul Mohamed love 
Jesus. Gul Mohamed be good for Jesus.” 
Shirin Tala could hardly believe her 
ears. She forgot her embroidery. She 
jumped up, and, grabbing Gul Mo- 
hamed’s hand, she raced across the yard 
with him to tell Teacher. 

“Listen, Teacher! Listen to Gul Mo- 
hamed!” she cried excitedly. “He spoke 
a whole sentence in Persian. Listen to 
what he says.” 

Gul Mohamed smiled shyly and re- 
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peated for the teacher, “Jesus up in 
Heaven loves me. Gul Mohamed love 
Jesus. Gul Mohamed be good for Jesus.” 

Teacher patted Gul Mohamed’s head. 
Teacher was happy because Gul Mo- 
hamed was beginning to learn. The boys 
and girls, too, were happy because Gul 
Mohamed was learning. Shirin Tala’s 
embroidery was forgotten until supper- 
time. Then it was too late to work on 
it. She would have no love gift for the 
Lord Jesus on “No Ruz.” 

After the new year feast, Shirin Tala 
stood up with the others who had the 
Bible memory work learned. Though 
she would have no love gift to bring, she 
thought, she would say the memory work 
anyway. Then one by one the older 
children brought their gifts. The last 
one to bring his gift was Faraj, with his 
arms full of clothes. He had a sample 
of each piece of. clothing he had made. 
Surely Faraj would get the beautiful 
Bible, thought Shirin Tala. He had done 
so much work. Faraj laid the clothing 
on the table at the front of the room 
and then came back and took Gul Mo- 
hamed by the hand and led him to the 
front. “Will you sing, ‘Jesus Loves Me,’ 
Gul Mohamed?” Faraj asked. The little 
black-eyed boy who had once been like 
a wild kitten held tightly to Faraj’s 
hand and sweetly sang in Persian, “Jesus 
loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells 
me so, little ones to Him belong, they 
are weak, but He is strong.” When he 
finished the chorus, Faraj said, “Teacher, 
this is Shirin Tala’s love gift to the Lord 
Jesus. She has worked so hard with 
Gul Mohamed to help him and teach him, 
she has not been able to finish the love 
gift she started. Can’t Gul Mohamed 
be her love gift?” 

“Oh!” breathed Shirin Tala in surprise. 
Could Gul Mohamed be her love gift to 
the Lord Jesus? It was true that Gul 
Mohamed was not so frightened any 
longer. And, yes, Jesus would be pleased 
that he could sing about the Lord Jesus 
in Persian. But could that be a love 
gift?* 

Before she could finish thinking, 
Teacher said, “Yes, Gul Mohamed may 
be presented as Shirin Tala’s love gift. 
She has worked hard to teach him, and I 
believe he can soon enter school.” 

“Give Shirin Tala the award,” cried 
the children. It seemed to Shirin Tala 
as if they had all thought of it together. 
Her legs trembled as she came forward 
when Teacher called hex. She took the 
lovely Bible Teacher gave her and hug- 
ged -it tightly to her heart. Then she 
stooped and hugged Gul Mohamed, Bible 
and all, close in her arms. “Oh, I love 
my beautiful Bible! I love you, Gul Mo- 
hamed. And we both love the Lord 
Jesus, don’t we?” 

“Yes, Jesus loves me,” said Gul Mo- 
hamed, nestling his head on her shoulder. 
“Jesus loves me, Bible tells me so.” And 
he spoke in Persian. 


Barrie Creex, MIcu. 
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8 basic courses. Practical, 
thorough training in the . 
Bible and related subjects. 
Interdenominational . . . 
evangelical. 


FREE PICTURE BOOK 

of student life is yours 

for the asking. Also catalog. 
Write Office of Admissions, 
Room S-230 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
820 N. La Salle St. Chicago 10, 1m. 














on a 


special features. 


In fact, CHRISTIAN YOUTH will ap- 
peal to the whole family, for inspiration 
and entertainment. And you will find 
it maintains the same evangelical fidel- 








ity to poe = —— the “faith once For pre-school and primary children, use 
delivered” for which the American 

Sunday-School Union has stood since the new BIBLE STORIES 

its roe: in 1817. —beautifully printed quarterly in. 


4-page weekly parts (size5x 7). Full- 
color Bible picture, simple but fasci- 
nating story, with handwork outline for 
coloring. Tiny tots will be glad to use 
and save these gay lesson papers. 


ym pe ervastpton, $1.50 a year, 
club rate for three or more copies, 
30 cents per quarter. 





FREE: Senet a copies af ba Canty. Single subscription, 85 cents a year, 
Sneanintnammaienndante and teachers club rate for three or more copies, 
upon request. Write: Dept. S-1. 18 cents per quarter. 
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If you want to earn extra 
money for yourself, your 
church, your organiza- 
tion, here is an easy and 
friendly way to do it in 
your spare time. 


NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 


We will send samples of our new 1954 
all-occasion greeting cards and gifts. 
Show them to friends and neighbors— 
take their orders—and earn up to 
100% profit for yourself. 


IT COSTS NOTHING TO START 


Send us your name and address. We 
will rush a full set of actual samples 
on approval with details on how to 
get started. 


REGAL GREETING CARD CO. 


DEPT. SS-2, FERNDALE, MICHIGAN 





The Times advertising columns offer many helpful suggestions for your Christian 
giving. Why not make use of them as God directs? 


F Thank You With All My Heart” 


It is a joy to share with our friends some messages recently 
received from missionaries and other Hebrew Christians whom 
it is our privilege to help in Europe and in the Holy Land. One 
grateful Hebrew Christian writing from Germany says: “With 
all my heart I thank you for the CARE food packages. In my 
loneliness and distress it is a consolation to know that our Sav- 
iour sends me from faraway lands such dear children of God 
to help me.” 

Still another Hebrew Christian missionary from Palestine 
-writes: “Your generous dispatch of seven cartons with food 
and clothing arrived. You have enabled me to come to the 
assistance of many needy friends. Please express our deep-felt 
Rev. Jacob Peltz, | Sratitude to donors for these gifts.” 

Ph.B., B.D. How infinitely grateful we are to those whose sacrificial 
gifts make possible our ministry of relief and Christian witness to the needy breth- 
ren of our Lord in so many areas of the world. We plead for your continued help 
for Hebrew Christian widows and little children in Europe and Palestine, the 
hungry, the lonely, and the despairing who look to us to help them in their need. 
Please send your gift now and help us relieve distress and encourage the faith 
of so many whose daily life is a struggle. 








$10.00 will pay for a big, nutritious CARE food parcel for a meaty family 
in Europe or in Israel. 


$10.00 a month will support a Hebrew Christian orphan in our 
Children’s Home in Germany. 


An up-to-date News Letter of our work in Europe and Israel will be gladly sent 
on request. Address communications to: 





THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 
Dept. ST 


Canada 
“91 Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Canada 


US.A, 
4919 N. Albany Ave. 
Chicago 25, Illinois 
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ignorance in which they had before lived, 
béing in some degree dispelled, they be- 
gin’to give proofs that those persons are 
mistaken who consider the lower orders 
of mankind incapable of improvement, 
and therefore think an attempt to re- 
claim them impracticable, or, at least, 
not worth the trouble.” 


An idea of the type of children with 
which Raikes had to deal can be ob- 
tained by the fact that for every school 
rules were drawn up, and they included 
such things as insistence on personal 
cleanliness, the prohibition of swearing 
and fighting, and the condemnation of 
pilfering. Two rules ran: “Keep from 
swearing, lying, and stealing,” and, “Let 
no one tempt you to drink drams.” In 
spite of the very rough material he had 


to handle, Raikes kept his great objec-~ 


tives steadily in view, that of awaken- 
ing spiritual life, and the provision of 
education on Sundays, which he hoped 
would in time lead to a national system 
of education for all children. The latter 
was, indeed, one of the most valuable 
features of these pioneer Sunday schools, 
for they combined secular and religious 
instruction, and were thus different from 
our conception of Sunday schools today. 
As years went on the religious side be- 
came predominant. In some ways Raikes’ 
first schools would have astonished us, 
for he often gave his children a good 
feed before attempting any teaching, be- 
lieving a satisfied child could be far 
more easily handled than one half- 
famished. 


For many years Raikes used his news- 
paper as a platform from which to pro- 
nounce his views, and the influence of 
the Journal was of tremendous impor- 
tance. His pioneer efforts were soon 
rewarded by imitation, and by 1787 it 
was estimated that as many as a quarter 
of a million children all over the coun- 
try were in attendance at school, and 
from being “idle, ungovernable, and 
filthy in the extreme,” they had become 
“not only cleanly and decent in their 
appearance, but greatly humanized in 
their manners—more orderly, tractable, 
and attentive to business.” By 1811, the 
year of Raikes’ death, the numbers had 
grown to 400,000. By 1785 the move- 
ment had so spread that a society was 
formed in London to support the work 
all over the country, and William Fox 
wrote to Raikes, “The fire which you 
have had the honour to light up in Glou- 
cester, having now reached the Metrop- 
olis, will, I trust, never be extinguished.” 
Of that society Raikes was unanimously 
elected an honorary member. 

He was not without his enemies, how- 
ever, and strangely enough one of the 
most slashing attacks on the system ap- 
peared in the Gentleman’s Magazine, 
which previously opened its columns to 
the founder’s advocacy of it. The at- 


tack ran: That the Sunday schools would’ 


make the poor discontented and would 
foment rebellion (fear of a revolution 
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in England similar to that then taking 
place in France. was rampant), and that 
the Sunday school was “subversive of 
that order, that industry, that peace and 
tranquillity which constituted the happi- 
ness of society; and that, so far from 
deserving encouragement and applause, 
it merits our contempt, and ought to be 
exploded as the vain chimerical institu- 
tion of a visionary projector” 

Raikes ignored the attack, for he was 
gaining allies on every hand. He was 
invited to Windsor, where Queen Char- 
lotte encouraged him, and he was even 
invited to Russia to expound his plans 
to the Empress; members of the French 
Academy traveled eS8pecially to Glou- 
cester to see his schools; and among other 
visitors were most probably the Wesleys, 
Hannah More, John Howard, and. Prince 
William of Gloucester. 

The movement was of God. It proved 
stronger than its attackers, and from the 
ancient city of Gloucester has spread so 
that now the Sunday schools of the 
world reckon their children and teachers 
in tens of millions, 

CroMer, NorRFOLK, ENG. 


ed 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, February 28 


1. Quiet Down (Quiet Hour) 

(Isa. 30:15; Psa. 46:10; Isa. 40:28-31) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 

Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 

used by permission. 

EW of us will question the value of 

fresh air, food, exercise, and proper 
rest for physical development and health. 
We find it emphasized in schools, in 
youth programs, and in every sort of 
physical training. But we are often 
strangely indifferent to the need for fresh 
air, food, and rest, when it comes to 
spiritual health and growth. Photo- 
graphs from India, China, and Korea, 
showing the terrible effects of starvation 
and malnutrition, shock us when we see 
them, but we seem to be satisfied to 
struggle along in the Christian life, weak 
and ineffective, and often defeated, giv- 
ing little heed to the means that God 
has provided for strong, virile, victorious 
Christian living. 

ye 

The Christian’s breath is prayer, not 
hasty sniffs, when we happen to think of 
it or when we are not too busy, but 
regular deep draughts of the very at- 
mosphere of Heaven that can be had 
only by definite planning for times of 
uninterrupted fellowship with God. 
There must be time not only for our 
petitions, but for thanksgiving, praise, 
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LYTE#A Buttons 


These souvenirs stimulate interest and attend- 
ance. Send for free catalog thowing 
complete line of buttons and 
all other Sunday School 
supplies and 
accessories. 


Ever Popular 
Always Worn 


A WELCOME 
button for new mem- 
bers, contests, etc. ¢ EASTER 
button in rich colors. ¢ MOTHER'S 

DAY button—Bible and red and white carnations. 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL button, two designs: No. 3, 
Open Bible in front of Cross; No. 2, Children walking to Church. 
BIRTHDAY button, two designs: Cake (illustrated) and No. 831. Birds 
and Flowers. © Also RALLY DAY, CHRISTMAS, FLAG, “JESUS SAVES,” etc. 
All ahove butions only 2S a dozen or $2.00 per 100. 

Order today from your S. S. Supply Dealer or Direct. 


WM. H. DIETZ, INC., 10 S. Wabash Avenue © Dept.16 © Chicago 3,'lllinols 
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” plan your 1954 Lig? 
V. B.S. around this 

Concordia course 


sample 
cer OW! 








als to more children, wins 


immediate interest, attracts 
steady attendance, makes 
teaching easier, makes profound 


impression on young minds. 


Harvard Divinity School Says: 
“Excellent resources are here 
provided to make the Vacation 
Bible School vital and effective.” 


the kit contains: 


4 Workbooks (one for each level) ® 4 Handi- 
craft Projects 4 Teachers Manuals (one for 
each level) ¢ Guide Book for Setting Up Vaca- 
tion Bible School © Offering Envelope @ V.B.S. 
Worker's Certificate ¢ V.B.S. Certificate (pu- 
pil's) @ Dodger @ Post Card @ V.B.S. Button © 
Daily Report © Registration Attendance Card. 


Special offer! 


Complete sample kit worth 
$2.50 for only $1. 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Department N 

' - Send Sample Kit on V.B.S. 
P: 3558 South Jefferson Ave,, St. Lovis 18, Mo. 








l enclose $1 for my complete kit. 
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~ and worship, and also time to let God 
Speak to us. Someone has aptly char- 
acterized much of our Christian praying 
as rushing into God’s presence, proclaim- 
ing our wants, and’ rushing out again 
without ever waiting to hear Him speak 
to us. Need we wonder, then, that we 
are not spiritually refreshed and re- 
newed if we are guilty of such praying? 
ve 

The Christian’s food is the Word of 
God (Deut. 8:3; Matt. 4:4; Jer. 15:16; 
Heb. 5: 12-14; 1 Pet. 2:2). We would soon 
become weak and emaciated physically 
if we ate as sparingly and as spasmod- 
ically as some of us feed upon God’s Word. 
We take care to get three good meals a 
day, often with some additions, for our 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Physical bodies. But somehow we do 
not always recognize the pangs of spir- 
itual hunger and provide time for regu- 
lar feeding upon God’s Word. 


ye 

The Christian’s rest is the rest of faith 
(Heb. 4). It is a rest from efforts in 
our own strength and energy and from 
our own strivings. It is a quiet reliance 
on the finished work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and upon His day-by-day strength- 
ening and enabling for every need and 
circumstance that can come to us. But 
that rest can be entered into only by 
means of prayer and reading of and 
meditation upon God’s Word. God has 
placed us in this world where there is 
much to distract us, to incite to feverish 





CEYLON and INDIA GENERAL 
MISSION 


Our ministry in India includes— 
PIONEER FIELDS 
As the Lord provides, we lengthen our cords and 
strengthen our stakes. 
Address the Secretary-Treasurer 

















542 South Dearborn Street Chicago 5, Illinois 
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WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
eA U e A 6 


DEPT. 102 SCRANTON 2, PA. 














HAS GOD CALLED YOU? 


@ Consecrated single women 
doctors, nurses, teachers are 
urgently needed in India and Japan 
ff to work among women and children 
7 through our hospitals, orphanage, res- 
cue home and Bible training schools. 
Our Society, founded in 1860 is 
undenominational, evangelical. We wel- 
come your prayerful support. 
Write for free literature. 
WOMAN'S UNION MISSIONARY SOCIHTY 
OF AMERICA 
45 Astor Place, Room 316 
New York 3, N. Y. 
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YOU NEED 
BIBLE SCHOOL TRAINING 
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Buffalo Bible Institute 


827 Delaware Avenue 
Buffalo 9, New York 
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#9 Rev. Leon Rosenberg, Founder and General Director 


IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF 
THE LORD JESUS 


Of our Lord Jesus we read—that coupled with His 
preaching of the Gospel He went about doing good. 


Following in His footsteps, The American- 
European Bethe! Mission endeavors to do likewise. 


3-Fold Missionary Program 
Preaching the Gospel: For more than a half-cen- 
tury it is our blessed privilege to preach the Gospel, 
winning souls for Christ among Israel — having 
missionaries in the United States, Europe, and the 





Mr. Leon Rosenberg Holy Land. 


Our Relief 


necessary help, especially to those of the household of faith, through our Relief Department. 





Mrs. Resenbers 


rtment: Following the divine exhortation, while breaking the Bread of Life, we administer the 


It redounds 


to the glory of God and is very gratifying to read the very touching letters of appreciation from those under- 
privileged refugees who were so violently deprived by the atrocious enemy of everything they possessed. 


A Unique Orphanage in the Holy Land: Together with our two Gos, 
maintain an orphanage for Hebrew Christian and other needy children. 
of Christ and loving care these boys and girls are being tr 
tion into joyful, happy children loving their Lord and Saviour. 


1 stations in Jerusalem and Haifa, we 
Under the influence of the Gospel 
transformed out of misery, destitution, and starva- 
More wistful, needy children look to us for 


admission and we are praying the Lord will enable us to take them in. 


Your Prayers and Help implored 


lical, non-d tional, and non-sectarian. As.a 





The American-European Bethel Mission is strictly ev 


Faith Mission it is supported by freewill donations of Christian friends who consider it a privilege, by means of 
their prayers and gifts, to co-operate with us whom the Lord has used for so many years as a channel of blessing. 


Address all communications to: p 
THE AMERICAN -EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, INC. 
252 N. Dillon Street Dept. ST 


Los Angeles 26, California 
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restlessness and anxiety and to annoy 
us. But He has provided the means 
whereby we may live triumphantly 
above such distractions and annoyances 
and temptations, and that provision cen- 
ters around the Lord Jesus Himself with 
whom we may meet and have fellowship 
in the quiet time day by day. When we 
neglect it, we deprive ourselves of spir- 
itua]l fresh air, food, and rest, just as 
surely as we would injure and weaken 
our bodies if we denied them physical 
fresh air and food and rest. 


ye 

No human counselor can prescribe for 
us the exact time that we should give 
each day to the quiet time, but God can 
and will show uS if we will let Him. 
Certainly fifteen minutes should be the 
minimum time, longer if possible, and 
usually the best time will be found to be 
the first thing upon arising. We must 
take the first step of making provision 
for the time in which we can be alone 
with Him and with the Scriptures every 
day. We shall not find time for it. We 
shall have to make it and stick to it de- 
terminedly, looking to God for help and 
strength to persevere and to safeguard 
the time from interruption or neglect. 

we 

Many helps are available toward a 
systematic reading of the Scriptures day 
by day. You may want to examine one 
or more of them. Moody Bible Institute 
publishes a little “Bible Reading Calen- 
dar” that can be pasted in your Bible. 
It gives Old Testament and New Testa- 
ment readings for each day and will take 
you through the Bible once in each year. 
These calendars may be had, free of 
cost, by writing Moody Bible Institute, 
820 N. La Salle St., Chicago 10, but it 
would be well to include postage if you 
write for copies. The Million Testa- 
ments Campaigns (Schaff Bldg. 1505 
Race Street, Philadelphia 2) publishes 
the Annual Bible Reading Calendar, 


- which will be found very helpful. These 


may be had at twelve for 25 cents, five 
dozen for $1. But do not wait for helps. 
If you are not now observing a quiet 
time each day, begin at once and ask 
God to direct and to open up His Word 
to you. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D!D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 22 to 28 


Mon.—Zechariah 11:4-17. 
Faithful or False Shepherds. 
PRAYER SucGcesTions: “Thus saith the 
Lord my God; Feed the flock of the 
slaughter; whose possessors slay them, 
and hold themselves not guilty.” Zech- 
ariah and some few other “shepherds” 
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fed people with the Word of God: but 
many others, foolish and wicked, fed 
themselves and not the flock of God. 
Dark days were coming upon Israel. 
Soon a million and a half were to perish 
in Jewish wars, and after that one mil- 
lion, one hundred thousand at the fall 
of Jerusalem. In those ominous days 
ministers who were true were few; and 
those who were false were many. Re- 
member Christ the Good Shepherd. Let 
all servants of God be faithful to their 
charge. Pray for the Keswick Colony 
of Mercy, Keswick Grove, N. J. 


Tues.—Luke 15:1-7. 
The Shepherd Parable. 

Prayer Succestions: “He spake this 
parable unto them.” Our Lord’s Parable 
of the Lost Sheep explains why publicans 
and sinners gathered about Christ. They 
found hope of salvation in Christ who 
came to seek and to save that which was 
lost. Sinners need a Saviour as the sick 
need a physician. Let all ministers seek 
to know the secret of the wooing power 
of Christ’s Gospel. Pray to see more 
sinners seeking Christ and smiting on 
their breasts in penitence. 





Wed.—John 10:1-6. 
The Good Shepherd’s Voice. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My sheep hear 
my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me” (v. 27). Divinely instructed 
hearts will hearken. to divinely given 
words. What Christ dispenses, they are 
ready to receive. Do you have an ear to 
hear what Christ through the Spirit says to 
the churches? Does your soul ‘respond 
to the call of the Good Shepherd? Pray 
for the Rural Bible Crusade National, 
Wheaton, II. 


Thurs—John 10:22-30. 
The Shepherd’s Care. 
PRAYER SUGGEsTIONS: “I give unto them 
eternal life; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of 
my hand.” Dr. R. A. Torrey used to 
say, “The one who is in the hand of 
Christ is in the very hand of God.” His 
hand is in the hand of the Father (v. 
29). Safe is the souk hidden in Christ! 
Are you “in Christ”? Pray for the Nav- 
igators, Los Angeles. 


Fri.—Ezekiel 34:1-10. 
False Shepherds Rebuked. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Woe be to the 
shepherds , . 
should not the shepherds feed the 
flocks?” Along with this reproof of false 
shepherds we have the prophecy of the 
coming of Christ the Good Shepherd. 
Preceding Christ’s appearance, the in- 
crease of false religious guides was tre- 
mendous. “Blind guides,” our Lord 
called them. They led their blind fol- 
lowers. astray and into a woeful “ditch.” 
The tendency is thus: as hearts grow 
colder, evil men grow bolder. Pray 
against all who work against Christ, and 
for all who grieve over spiritual decay. 


Sat.—Ezekiel 34:11-16. Feeding the Flock. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I will feed them 
in a good pasture.” The Good Shepherd 
is here in view. All that ever came be- 
fore Him were thieves and robbers. 
Christ, the Good Shepherd, feeds them 
“in a good pasture,” and “beside the still 
waters.” He knows the needs His sheep 
have, and what is best for them. How 
graciously He restores His wandering 
ones, heals them that are sick, and binds 
up His injured ones! Great is His com- 
passion. Pray for more trust in Jesus 
your tender Shepherd, 


Sun.—1 Peter 4:12-19. 
Our Faithful Creator. 
PRAYER SuccestTions: “Let them that 
suffer according to the will of God com- 
mit the keeping of their souls to him in 
well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.” 
Since all things were made by Him, 
and in Him all things hold together, let 
us trust Him with our small souls and 
miniature affairs. He can make a better 
success of your life and service than you 
can yourself. Pray for more trust in the 
Lord, 
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CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
Vacation in July 





If you have traveled with one of the 
Sunday School Times escorted vaca- 
tion tours during the past two dec- 
ades, you know how delightful such 
trips can be. How uplifting and in- 
spiring they are, and how completely 
enjoyable! If you have ndt yet ex- 
perienced one of the Christian Fellow- 
ship Cruises, then a great adventure 
in pleasure and education lies ahead. 


Our readers are invited to join the 
1954 vacation party next July. , An 
entire ship, the S. S. Chilcotin has 
been secured. This is our favorite 
ship and every stateroom is reserved 
for us on condition that we fill it up - 
prior to May 12. Based on past re- 
cords, we believe our readers will 
respond in time to completely occupy 
the 106 available berths. The S. S. 
Chilcotin is a passenger ship, entirely 
devoted to our purpose, with service 
and schedule like a private yacht. 


The Christian Fellowship Cruise 
of 1954 will include Zion, Bryce, 
Grand Canyon, and Rainier National 
Parks, Cedar Breaks National Mon- 
ument, the Pacific Northwest, the 
scenic Inside Passage, Ketchikan, 
Juneau, Skagway, Sitka, Glacier Bay, 
and Gardner Canal. Pioneer church 
and mission work of Protestant de- 
nominations will be observed first 
hand. 


No need to travel alone, when you 
can be with friendly, congenial Chris- 
tian people on a trip of highest qual- 
ity and character. Send for our free 
folder “Alaska,” picturing and de- 
scribing the 1954 Christian Fellow- 
ship Cruise in detail. Study it over, 
then enroll if you wish. Please 
address: 


Dr. Philip E. Howard, Jr., Editor 


The Sunday School Times 
325 N. 13th Street 
Philadelphia 5, Pa. 














BE A THIEF, BUT NOT A PROTESTANT! | 


? 
4 


T happened in Spain! A boy brought a New 
I Testament one day to the village priest to be 
burned. Before the priest decided to burn it, 

he thought to himself, “It won’t do any harm if, 
for a change, I read this Protestant literature.” 
In reading it, the Holy Spirit convicted him of the 
Prat that is in Christ Jesus and he was saved. 


“ When the priest told his mother the news, she 

replied, “MY SON, BE A 
THIEF, BE A DRUNK- 
ARD, BE A CRIMINAL, 
BUT NOT A PROTES- 
TANT!”, 


This, then,isthestoryof f§ 
Spain; Spain the land of | 
churches—ROMAN [Ff 
CATHOLIC CHURCHES! 
As one travels through this 
poverty-stricken land, one 
can almost hear the moan 
of its neglected people liv- 
ing under the yoke of the 
despotic Romish system. 
This is Spain, where it is 
said there are only eight 
to ten thousand KNOWN 
evangelical believers out 
of a population of 
28,000,000; and where only 
one-third of the 200 evan- 
gelical churches in exist- 
ence are allowed to remain 
open. 


It is a land where to fol- 
low Christ means persecu- 
tion and possible martyr- 
dom. In a southern 
Spanish city, some 20 
Roman Catholic youths 
entered an evangelical 
church and attempted to 
BURN THE PASTOR 
ALIVE! They attacked the church building, and 
forced out the young people who were inside 
with the pastor. But the young people of the church 
fought against their attackers and rescued their 


(The Bible for Spain) 

Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.G.S. 

EUROPEAN EVANGELISTIC CRUSADE, Inc., (Member Mission 1.F.M.A.) 
811 Westview Street, Phila. 19, Pa. 


Dear Sir: With a glad and willing heart I enclose $ 
to help bring the Gospel to Spain. : 


Name 





Street. 
City 








» 
Zone: State 


‘ home. 





Just one of the 28 million in Spain who so desperately need 
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 





beloved pastor. In spite of their brave defense, the 
pastor and his son were injured and part of the 
church furniture was burned. 


Not long ago, a young ex-priest who had only 
been saved three months received word that his 
mother was seriously ill and that he should return 
As he neared his home, a friend warned 
him that his mother was in good health, but that 
some Roman Catholic 
youths were waiting to 
attack him. Through the 
warning of his friend, he 
managed to escape. In an- 
other instance, a believing 
family was fined 5,000 
pesetas ($125.00) for con- 
ducting a Protestant 
funeral for their six-year- 
old who had just died. 


The material need of 
Spain is as desperate as 
her spiritual need. The 
poverty-stricken peas- 
antry, the gypsies, the 
countless beggars, and the 
cave dwellers stun the 
minds and hearts of the 
onlooker. The material 
difficulties of life would be 
somewhat alleviated if the 
masses had freedom of 
worship and of speech. But 
in Spain this does not 
exist. 


SPAIN NEEDS THE 
BIBLE, THE WORD OF 
THE LIVING GOD. We 
who are privileged to live 
in a land where there is 
true religious liberty, 
should ever be willing to 
share our spiritual bless- 
ings with those in other lands, such as Spain, where 
religious liberty is denied. 


It is the earnest desire of the European Evange- 
listic Crusade to give the Spanish people the 
Gospel of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
through the distribution of Bibles, New Testa- 
ments, and Christian literature. We need YOUR 


prayers and YOUR support in this important soul- - 


saving ministry. 














HELP US TO GIVE THEM THE TRUTH — 
THE TRUTH SHALL SET THEM FREE 
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